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Comanche Pilot Training Program
Comanche Specific Training Clinics

-~ CP7,

High Quality * Professional Comanche Training

Nashua, NH (ASH)

CPTP Clinic
September 15, 16, 17, 2017

Lancaster, TX (LNC)
CPTP Clinic
October 20, 21, 22, 2017

o
{ —
A4

......

comanchetraining.com

Dennis Carew
(920) 749-9558
capt.carew@gmail.com
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PLAN NOW -
CPTP offers the following Comanche Specific courses for 2018!

Complete course descriptions are available at www.comanchetraining.com.

Course Selections:
e Comanche Systems/Flight Training
¢ Real World IFR for the Comanche Pilot

¢ Service Clinic (Comanche Maintenance from the Owners Point of View)

Contact Dennis Carew (920) 749-9558 or at capt.carew@gmail.com to schedule
the 2018 Comanche clinic in your area. All courses are tailored to individual needs.

High quality, Professional Comanche Training is offered by the CPTP.
COMANCHE PILOT TRAINING PROGRAM
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LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT

irVenture is over and my world

is starting to settle down again.

I love going every year, but
the 10 days of preparation and show
are both exciting and hectic—park-
ing airplanes, getting our hospitality
tent ready, coordinating with every-
one, etc. We reserved space for 20
Comanches that camped together. CJ
Stumpf had the ICS hospitality tent
jumping with three seminars per day,
250 visitors, and lots of conversations

. ‘.

amongst members. I was really sur-
prised at the large number of folks I
talked to who were looking to buy a
Comanche; I guess they know a good
airplane value when they see one. Over
50 folks attended the ICS dinner on
Thursday night. I really appreciate the
efforts of all the volunteers, speakers,
and behind the scenes folks who sup-
ported the tent and made this year
one of our best: CJ, Pete, Cheryl, Ron,
Betty, Lee, Zach, Berl, Gery, Corey,

Russ, Michelle, JJ, Alice, Helen, Mark,
Mike, Scott, Gwena, Dave, Bob, George,
Trace, John, Gregg, Jen, Lindy, Shirley,
and all the others who I missed.

Comanches won more Vintage
Aircraft Association contemporary cat-
egory “any airplane” could win than any
other type. Hugh Hunton’s grandson,
Hunter Neucere, and Kyle & Shevon
Gee meticulously cleaned up and pre-
pared their airplanes to win the best
possible “Outstanding in Type” awards

ComancheFlyer Submission Guidelines

All members are encouraged to submit articles for publication
in the Comanche Flyer. If you have an article about a mainte-
nance event, trip, piloting technique, or anything else pertinent to
Comanche ownership, please share it with your fellow members.

For those with access to the Internet, please submit the article
via e-mail, preferably in Microsoft Word. You may also include the

article in the body of your e-mail message. Include your full name,

as you would like it published, and your ICS number.

Please attach digital pictures, if applicable, in jpeg format.
For best results, use the highest resolution setting your camera
will allow. Photo files under 500 kb in size typically do not
reproduce well.

Although submissions are reviewed for technical accuracy,
the information in this magazine is meant for reference only.
Any modifications, alterations, or major repairs to U.S. aircraft
require FAA-approved data as a basis for beginning work, and as
such should not be based solely on information contained in this
magazine. The International Comanche Society does not endorse
any piloting adverse to published FAA regulations.

Submissions are subject to editing and revision unless spe-
cifically requested to be published as submitted. The right is
reserved to publish or not, any submission.

Deadline for all submissions is the 20th of the month, approxi-
mately 40 days prior to month of publication.

Send to: Melissa Frisbie, Managing Editor at CFeditor@outlook.com
Articles and photos may also be sent via U.S. Mail to:

Melissa Frisbie ® 1716 Canvasback Dr., Johnstown, CO 80534

2 ¢ Comanche Flyer

SEPTEMBER 2017


mailto:CFeditor@outlook.com

ICS Fall Board Meeting Announcement

Place:

VP Demand Creation, Traverse City, Michigan

Date: September 29-30, 2017

Agenda to be published on the ICS Website and the newsletter.
All members are welcome and encouraged to attend.

that could only be won by PA24/30/39
aircraft. Chris Cencula, who is unfor-
tunately not an ICS member, won the
“Best Continuously Maintained” award.
If anyone knows Chris, please track him
down and convince him to join as we
want the “best of the best” to be ICS.
Finally, Lee Hussey won the Reserve
Grand Champion (Silver Lindy named
after Charles Lindberg) for his amazing
work. You may recall he won the Grand
Champion (Gold Lindy) top prize a
couple years ago with his PA24-400.
CONGRATULATIONS to them all! Be
sure to admire their amazing efforts
if you see those planes; it isn’t always
money, but the effort put into it.

Finally, I would like to pass along
a couple interesting statistics I heard
while attending a Type Club Coalition
meeting at AirVenture.

¢ Pilots who are members of type
clubs are 2-7 times less likely to be

involved in an accident. Not sure
exactly why this would be—training,
attitude, or something else.

¢ Only 1.5% of active GA pilots receive
any type of training each year. |
assume this has to exclude a bien-
nial flight review for US pilots.

So with that in mind, I urge you to
attend some type of training session this
coming year. One of my goals is to get
a Comanche-specific training opportu-
nity scheduled in each Tribe’s area in
2018. I urge you to take advantage of
the knowledge and skills to become a
better, safer pilot.

Finally, do you have shoulder har-
nesses installed at least in the front
seats? If not, why not? In my opinion,
these should be the very first improve-
ment you make.

Go fly!
Pat Donovan e—r

ICS Past Presidents

2015-2016 Av Shiloh 1998 Harley McGatha 1985 Bill Shank
2013-2014 Bob Cretney 1997 Charles Wiseman 1984 Jerry Irvin
2011-2012 Zach Grant 1996 Bryce Campbell 1983 Bill Stanyer
2009-2010 Bernie Mazurek 1995 Jess Bootman 1982 Norn Berneche
2007-2008 Dave Fitzgerald 1994 Chuck Medicus 1981 Ben Kitchens
2006 Lawrence Paratz 1993 Dale Vandever 1980 Jack Holaway
2005 Karl Hipp 1992 Bill Jackson 1979 Larry Larkin
2004 Skip Dykema 1991 Martin Busch 1978 (lifford Younger
2003 John Van Bladeren 1990 George Burson 1977 Art Shriver
2002 Larry Rackley 1989 William Creech 1976 Mike Keedy
2001 Robert Noble 1988 Jim Fox 1975 George Smith
2000 David Buttle 1987 Pat Rowe 1974 Paul Rechnitzer
1999 Roy Roberts 1986 Ted Peifer 1973 Andy Speer

SEPTEMBER 2017

2017 EAA Awards to
Comanche Owners

Outstanding Piper PA-24
Comanche - Outstanding in Type
Hunter Neucere [grandson of Hugh
Hunton (ICS# 17199)]

Grapevine, Texas

1959 Piper PA-24-250, N5778P

Outstanding Piper PA-30 Twin
Comanche - Outstanding in Type
Kyle & Shevon Gee (ICS# 18913)
New Waverly, Texas

1967 Piper PA-30, N8368Y

Best Continuously Maintained -
Outstanding in Type

Chris Cencula

Roseville, California

1959 Piper PA-24, N5800P

Reserve Grand Champion
Customized - Silver Lindy
Lee Hussey (ICS# 7834)
Martinsville, Virginia

1960 Piper PA-24-250, N6455P

FEee Hussey being
congratulated by,
CJ Stumpf.

-
-
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by Matt Bogard, M.D., ICS# 17643
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ccasionally when I'm adding

to my logbook, I take a few

minutes to review previous
entries. Most of the columns contain
data important for currency and accu-
mulating experience towards additional
ratings, as well as calculating hours for
the insurance company. However, it’s
the “Comments” column I spend the
most time reviewing. Visiting family in
St. Louis, spending the weekend with
friends in Minneapolis, trying a new
BBQ restaurant, picking up our new
puppy Piper in Kansas, IFR Checkride,
first approach in IMC, our daughter’s
first flight—these entries jog memories
of many exciting adventures, most of
which were only possible because of
our Comanche.

I had long been interested in avia-
tion as my grandfather was an avid pilot
and I grew up just a couple miles from
a small airport. I earned my license 14
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years ago while in college and, thanks
to a few generous friends who were
willing to rent and share their planes,
I continued to build hours on the very

stringent budget of a college student.

Whenever the discussion of aircraft
ownership arose my grandfather would
boast the Comanche was the best air-
craft ever built—he’s owned a 1959
Comanche 180, N6278P, for over 35
years. The more research I did and
the more airplanes I flew in, the more I
agreed with him. Our Comanches are a
great balance of speed, payload, reliabil-
ity, handling, comfort, and downright
sexiness. As I finished medical school
and finances improved, [ began eyeing
a Comanche 250 in the hangar next to
the Warrior I was flying. I had several
good conversations with the owner,
and he told me he would call if he ever
thought about selling it.

A future
Comanche
pilot in

Introducing our
daughter, Lucy,
to aviation
really early.

Buying a Comanche

In April 2011, I received the call.
John was ready to sell his Comanche
250, N5825P, if I was still interested.
It was a clean airframe with a recent
paint job (R&B in Topeka, KS), new
leather interior (Mike’s Upholstery at
North Omaha Airport), Osborne Tip
Tanks, an STEC 60-2 autopilot, a rela-
tively low-time engine overhauled by
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a respected shop (Firewall Forward
in Colorado Springs), and a 3-blade
McCauley prop. It went through an
annual inspection with no big issues,
and the purchase was finalized.

At the time, I was a 350-hour VFR
pilot with no retractable or high per-
formance experience. I turned to my
friend George Richmond, a Comanche
Pilot Training Program CFI/CFII and
A&P/TA, who put together a thorough
transition syllabus that left me very
competent in the left seat by the time
I was signed off.

Six years and 525 hours later, our
Comanche has provided us with more
memories than we can count. The
ability to quickly and efficiently travel
around the Midwest has led to many
trips we would never have undertaken
if we had to drive or fly the airlines.
Minneapolis, Chicago, Louisville, St.
Louis, Tulsa, Oshkosh, and Kansas City
are all easy hops. On top of that, short
flights around the area to bore holes in
the sky and enjoy $100 hamburgers
helped preserve my sanity during the
tumultuous years of residency.

West Coast Getaway

One of the most memorable trips
we enjoyed in 25P was in the fall of

PHOTO COURTESY OF MADISON ZOE PHOTOGRAPHY
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2013. I had just finished my medical
residency, and my wife Amanda gradu-
ated from Nurse Practitioner school. We
were both preparing to begin full-time
jobs. My loving, patient, and five-month
pregnant wife and I planned a two-
week-long trip around the west coast.
It started with my dad and I flying
from Omaha out to Reno via Rapid
City and Boise to attend the Reno
Air Races. Amanda met us in Reno,
and after a few days in Lake Tahoe,
she and I continued to San Francisco
(PAO and AUN), Portland (TTD), Los
Angeles (SMO and CNO), Lake Havasu,
Albuquerque (AEQ), and Sedona before
returning home via Dalhart, TX. We
visited friends and family, attended a
wedding, flew up the Columbia River
Gorge, walked the Santa Monica Pier,
went to a few airplane museums, laid
on the beach, hiked across the London
Bridge, and had an amazing two weeks
in the Comanche exploring the beauty
of the Rocky Mountains and Pacific
Coast.

The Next Generation

Less than six months after the
unforgettable experience of our west
coast trip we had another once-in-a-
lifetime opportunity—our daughter
Sadie was eight weeks old and ready for

her first Comanche flight! She’s been a
wonderful passenger over the last three-
and-a-half years and has become a real
aviation aficionado. She eagerly helps
preflight the airplane, knows the name
of nearly every part, and according to
my wife is just as bad as I am about
looking skyward when she hears an
aircraft overhead.

Our family recently expanded by
one more and this Father’s Day we flew
Sadie and our two-month-old daughter
Lucy to their first airshow in Clarinda,
IA. As much as Sadie loves telling
people about our Comanche, she now
has her heart set on a Hiperbipe after
witnessing some skilled aerobatics.

Upgrades

I've tried to continually upgrade
our plane, typically doing “something”
at every annual. Some of the items I
think every Comanche owner should
consider are Bogert copper battery
cables, Matt Kurke’s landing gear motor/
transmission overhaul and squat switch
kits, and Webco landing gear push-
pull conduits. Other big upgrades we've
installed include a Garmin GTN 650
with the STEC GPS-Steering module, a
SkyTec starter, PlanePower alternator,
Reiff engine heater, and Whelen LED
strobes, nav, and landing lights. In the

(continued on page 8)
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+ LARGE INVENTORY
+ SAME DAY SHIPPING
+ UNCOMPROMISED QUALITY

+ COMPETITIVE PRICES
+ WoRrLD CLASS WARRANTY
+ FACTORY TRAINED TECHNICIANS

P o= .

ROCKY MOUNTAIN
PROPELLERS, INC.

8 00 - 46 2 - 76 05 2865 ArrorT DRIVE + ErIE, CO 80516

Fax: 303-665-7164 FAA/EASA CRS FR6R545N

+ DowTty
+ HARTZELL
+ McCAULEY
+ MT PROPELLER
+ SENSENICH
+ RAPco DISTRIBUTOR
+ WoobpwAaRrD PT6A

http://www.rockyprop.com
e-mail: rockyprop@rockyprop.com

(GOVERNORS

Help Us Get to Know You!

Order an ICS Name Badge Today

Wear an ICS name badge at fly-ins, air shows and all aviation events. Actual size is 2 X 3 inches.
Blue on white plastic with 3-color ICS logo. $10 includes shipping in the U.S., Canada and Mexico. Overseas, add $1 per order.

For additional badges, use this format on plain paper.

Enclosed is $ for badges
Type or print CLEARLY (What we see is what you'll get)
1. Nickname
2. Name
3. City & State
4. Plane # Tribe ICS #

Nonmembers should leave ICS # blank or show crew title.

Choice for above badge (circle one) SAFETY PIN ALLIGATOR CLIP
Please make checks payable to Doris Click and send to: 228 Doolittle St., Orlando, FL 32839-1474
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My daughter, Sadic, TOIg . next two years, I plan to overhaul the
put the plane away.

panel and install an engine monitor
and ADS-B solution.

=

Contagious Disease?

Comanche Fever seems to be a com-
Y — - municable illness as it’s spread to several
. of my friends. After ten years of talking
about Bonanzas, my best friend and

.

O 0 =8

H
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primary flight instructor Brad recently
purchased a 1960 Comanche 250. Ken
sold his 172 and is actively looking for
a Comanche after several years of con-
sidering a Mooney, and Doug would love
to find a Comanche owner interested in
a trade for his RV-6!

What a Great Group

The International Comanche Society
has been an outstanding resource. The
maintenance forums have steered me
in the right direction countless times,
and the Flyer magazine always con-
tains great articles. We've made many
new friends at the Mid States fly-ins
and volunteering at the ICS tent in
Oshkosh. The CPTP/CPPP Flight
Training programs are also an excel-
lent way to improve your Comanche
systems knowledge, flying skills, and
meet fellow Comanche owners.

We are fortunate to have enjoyed
six incredible years of airplane own-
ership and continue to introduce new
people to aviation any time the oppor-
tunity arises. If our daughters continue
to show as much interest in flying as
Sadie does, I know Commercial and
CFI ratings are in my future. I can only
imagine how many more memories the
“Comments” column in my logbook
will contain in another ten years.
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[NTERNATIO KEEP YOUR
I

COMANCHE

You know how valuable the International Comanche Society has been to you for helping you learn about and enjoy

your Comanche airplane, both singles and twins, providing a high-quality magazine, and for the camaraderie you’ve
experienced among your fellow members. Don’t let your membership lapse or miss a single issue of Comanche Flyen
And for convenience, we are now offering multiple-year memberships! Fill out the renewal form below, and e-mail, fax,
or mail it back to us, and keep enjoying the International Comanche Society!

Name: ICS Number:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Country:
Telephone: Fax:

E-Mail:

Aircraft Model: Based Airport Identifier:

Registration/Tail #: Serial #:

Renewal Selection Spousal Renewal
U.S., Canada, Mexico* UK, Europe, Asia, and Africa**  All Other Countries Spouse’s ICS#

[ One year — $78 ] One year — $104 ] One year — $92 ] One year — $39
[J Two years — $150 [ Two years — $200 [J Two years — $176 [ Two years — $78

*Includes second-class mailing of the Flyer
**Includes $9 returned to the EU tribe for communications

71 would like to donate an additional $25 toward the ICS General Fund.

YOUR SPOUSE CAN JOIN, TOO!

One of the beauties of owning and flying your own airplane is the quality time you get to spend with your spouse, traveling to
new destinations or social events, and filling the memory book for years to come. Your spouse can also join the International
Comanche Society for only $39.00! With a spousal membership, your spouse will receive a Membership Kit containing a folder,
membership card, membership certificate, a cloth ICS patch, ICS decal, access to the popular ICS website and discussion
forums, and voting rights! Simply fill out the form below and return it with payment to start your spouse’s membership today!

Your Name: Your ICS Number:

Spouse’s Name:

Address:

City: State: Zip: Country:

Telephone: Fax:

E-Mail:

Spousal Membership
] One year — $39 [J Two years — $78

PAYMENT INFORMATION (Please total all selections)
Omc [ Visa [ Check or Money Order

Credit Card Number: Exp. Date:

Amount Paid (U.S. Funds):

Authorized Signature:

Please mail to: International Comanche Society, P.O. Box 1810, Traverse City, MI 49685-1810.



President:

Pat Donovan, ICS #12246, MS Tribe
421 Piper Ct.

Troy, MO 63379

Ph: (636) 462-8370

Cell: (636) 295-2929

Email: pa24pilot@centurylink.net

Vice President:

Bob Williams, ICS #13853, NC Tribe
647 Robins Gate

Akron, OH 44319

Ph: (330) 867-6711

Cell: (330) 592-3111

Email: comanchegus@gmail.com

ICS and Tribe Officers

Secretary:

LaVerne Stroh, ICS #15170, SC Tribe
10700 Joseph Way

Yukon, OK 73099

Ph: (405) 373-2627

Cell: (405) 830-0658

Email: clstroh@yahoo.com

Treasurer:

Bob Berry, ICS #2227, NC Tribe
2944 Yellow Creek Rd.
Fairlawn, OH 44333

Ph: (330) 864-3093

Wk: (330) 668-6257

Cell: (330) 608-8384

Email: 300sI@Ilek.net

CFF President:
(Non-voting ICS

Board member)

Mike Foster, ICS #14077

970 Flightline Dr.

Spring Branch, Texas 78070
Cell: (210) 701-6795

Email: ditchdigger68@gmail.com

* Member ICS Board of Directors

Southeast:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

Jeff Munford, ICS #17570*
6468 5th Ave. S.

St. Petersburg, FL 33707
Cell: (727) 424-2283

Wk: (727) 345-8460
jeff@atmcentral.com

Northeast Tribe:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep CJ Stumpf*,
ICS #18287

East Randolph, VT

Ph: (617) 816-8766

Email: cjstumpf@gmail.com

North Central:

Tribe Chief Bob Williams, ICS #13853
647 Robins Gate

Akron, OH 44319

Ph: (330) 592-3111

Email: comanchegus@gmail.com

Tribe Rep Henry (Hank) Spellman,
ICS #5847*

111 Park Place

Lincoln, IL 62656

Ph: (217) 732-8425

Cell: (217) 737-8790

Email: hank5903@comcast.net

Mid States:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep Doug Linville,
ICS #14977

161 Greenes Pt.

Gravois Mills, MO 65037

Ph: (573) 374-8465

Cell: (816) 217-6264

Email: 61comanche@earthlink.net

Southwest:

Tribe Chief Craig Varga, ICS #12906
1365 S. Reed Rd.

Chino Valley, AZ 86323-6598

Ph: (928) 899-4139

Cell: (928) 899-4139

Email: piperpilot@cableone.net

Tribe Rep Scott Myers, ICS #16819*
1041 Jasmine Ct.

Vista, CA 92081

Ph: (760) 727-7444 (w)

Cell: (760) 519-8604

Email: swiripchair@gmail.com
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Northwest:

Tribe Chief Dennis Springer, ICS #10237
4796 Drew St. N.E.

Salem, OR 97305

Ph: (503) 390-9444

Email: DJ8161P@comcast.net

Tribe Rep Bill Case, ICS #16889*
P.0. Box 549

Lebanon, OR 97355

Ph: (541) 259-5557

Cell: (503) 260-2473

Email: billcase01@msn.com

South Central:
Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep
Ron Franks, ICS #18281*
17 Woodbox Dr.
Henderson, TX 75652
Cell: (903) 649-0867
Email: rffranks@aol.com

W. Canada:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

William Hughes, ICS #18313

2738 East 27th Street

Vancouver, BC V5R 1N5 Canada

Ph: (604) 202-4083 (Home)

Email: william.richard.hughes@gmail.com

E. Canada:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

Bryan McDougall, ICS #2290
P.0. Box 100

Thessalon ON POR 1L0 Canada
Ph: (705) 941-1029

Email: fly4fun@soonet.ca

Europe:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

Kate Burrows, ICS #17285*
Ramsey Road, Rockwood

Laxey, Isle of Mann IM4-7PY
United Kingdom

Ph: 44 1624 861957 (h)

Email: kateburrows340@gmail.com

S. Africa:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

Russell Knowles, ICS #16469*
Box 1114, Halfway House
1685 South Africa

Ph/Fax: +27 11 8052902
Cell: +27827809228

Email: rusknow@iafrica.com

Australia:

Tribe Chief/Tribe Rep

Nigel Wettenhall, ICS #9270

P.0. Box 1233

Deniliquin, NSW 2710 Australia

Ph: +03-5882-3344

Email: nigel@wettenhallairservices.com
Australian Website: http://www.comanche-
flyer.com.au/

For a PDF version of

the ICS Tribe Officers,

use the following link:
www.comancheflyers.com/NS/
hold/h2/tribes_2016-2017.pdf

2016-2017 ICS Standing Committees & Chairpersons:

Historical — Chair:
Bruce Thumann, SC

Information Technology — Chair:
Dave Fitzgerald, NC

Technical Resources — Chair:
Zach Grant, NC

Finance & Budget — Chair:
Bob Berry, NC

Bylaws, Standing &
Special Rules:

Chair: Henry Spellman, NC
Scott Myers, SW

Dave Fitzgerald, NC

Jeff Mumford, SE

Monica Rehkopf, EU

CJ Stumpf, NE

Av Shiloh, NE

Nominating - Chair:
Dave Fitzgerald
Nominating Committee:
CJ Stumpf, NE

Bruce Thumann, SC

Alan Burrows, EU

Flagship — Chair:
Cliff Wilewski, NC

Elections — Chair:
Sally Williams, SE

Editorial Review — Chair:
Pat Donovan, MS

Editorial Committee:
Dave Fitzgerald, NC
Zach Grant, NC
Bernie Mazurek, SE
Hank Spellman, NC
Steve Zaboji, NE

Membership Committee
Chair: Bill Case, NW

Berl Grant, NC

Ron Keil, NC

Scott Myers, SW

Av Shiloh, NE

CJ Stumpf, NE

LaVerne Stroh, SC

Safety Committee
Chair: CJ Stumpf, NE
Mike Foster, SC

Ron Franks, SC
Scott Myers, SW

Website Committee
Chair: LaVerne Stroh, SC
Pat Donovan, MS

Dave Fitzgerald, NC

Ron Keil, NC

Scott Myers, SW

Oshkosh AirVenture
Chair: CJ Stumpf, NE
Pat Donovan, MS
Zach Grant, NC

Bob Williams, NC

Communications Liaison — Chair:
Dave Fitzgerald, NC

Annual Convention — Chair:
Shirley Nelson, NW
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Maintenance Resource Advisors

The International Comanche Society (ICS) publishes this list in the spirit of member informa-
tion. The opinions, statements and claims made by the Advisors are their own and not those
of the International Comanche Society (ICS). ICS assumes no responsibility for any actions
between its members and the listed Advisors. It is incumbent upon the member, when using
this list of Advisors, to do due diligence in researching and selecting an Advisor.

Pat Barry Lucky Louque
Ph: (949) 362-1600 on Pacific Time Ph: (903) 345-9198
E-mail: 26981@att.net Email: lucky@asod.com

Dave Clark Cliff Wilewski
Ph: (817) 860-4393 Ph: (815) 395-0500, Cell: (815) 979-7785
Email: dave5201@att.net E-mail: cliff@heritageaero.com

Zach Grant

Cell: (317) 201-4293

Email: L1011jock@shbcglobal.net
(Email preferred contact)

ICS Tool Loan Program

Matt Kurke

8192 Sanctuary Drive, Unit 1
Naples, FL 34104

Ph: (239) 593-6944
mkurke@comanchegear.com

Comanche-trained Instructors

Certified flight instructors who have completed a
Comanche training program.

The International Comanche Society, Inc. (ICS) publishes this list in the spirit of member information.
The opinions, statements and claims made by the instructors are their own and not those of the
International Comanche Society (ICS). The listed CFls have undergone a Comanche-specific Training
Program. ICS assumes no responsibility for any actions between its members and the listed CFls. It
is incumbent upon the member, when using this list of instructors, to do due diligence in research-
ing and selecting a qualified instructor for the type of training desired.

Dennis R. Carew — WI
Twin & Single, (920) 749-9558

George Richmond - NE (Omaha)
Single and Twin, (402) 350-1915

Capt.carew@gmail.com

Malcolm Dickinson - CT/NY
Single/Twin, (203) 698-2600
malcolm@malcolm.cc

Zach Grant - IN (Indianapolis)
Single/Twin, (317) 201-4293
L1011jock@shcglobal.net

William Harris — VA
Single & Twin, (540) 731-4772
bill@motioncontrol.org
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CPTP-George@cox.net

Steve Smith - MT
Single/Twin, (406) 425-0754
Sgsmith744@gmail.com

Todd Underwood - AZ
(Phoenix/Prescott)
Single/Twin, (623) 202-6910
todd@atjeu.com

Kristin Winter - AK
Single & Twin, (707) 477-4727
kristin@theaviatrix.com

Shoulder Harness Kits

PA-24-180/250/260/400, PA-30

Complete Kits
PA-24-180/250/260/400
PA-30
FAA/STC, PMA
Approved

$929 Fixed Strap Kit
$1129 Inertial Reel Kit

AIRCRAFT JACKS

. T
N g * Slide Under Fit

— — * Rugged Construction
* #6000 Capacity Ram
* Range 24" — 41"
* Locking Safety Collar
* Three Leg Design

MODEL 324 $269.00 EA.

Tail Stand / Weight Available

Rear lap belts available.

oniine - alphaaviation.com

Alpha Aviation Inc.

1500 East Main Street * Owatonna, MN 55060
1-800-653-5112 « Fax 1-952-856-5158 * cs@alphaaviation.com

CUSTOM ENGINE
OVERHAULS

“A TOP RATED SHOP?’- Aviation Consumer, July 2013
Flat Rate Prop Strike Inspections and Repairs
Dynamic Propeller Balancing While You Wait

FAA Repair Station YYBR664L / EASA.145.6472

800-397-8181 815-544-2300
www.poplargroveairmotive.com e-mail: dallen@poplargroveairmotive.com

11619 Rt. 76, Poplar Grove, IL 61065
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COMANCHE FLYER FOUNDATION, INC. CFF/CPPP Instructors
MAURICE TAYLOR VIDEO PROGRAMS
Take advantage of Maurice’s expert knowledge, captured on these
professionally produced videos. Great tools for mechanics, too.
Program 1: Preflight Walk-around
Program 2: Tech Tips: A Closer Look
Program 3: Comanche Landing Gear
Program 4: Single Comanche Flight Tips
Program 5: Twin Comanche Flight Tips
(Programs 1-3 apply to both the single and twin models.)

All five programs on one DVD.

DVD each $59.00 plus shipping (North America $8.00, elsewhere $14.00)
VHS and PAL tapes are no longer available

BOOKS
Into the Wind: The Story of Max Conrad by Sally Buegeleisen

Enjoy this account of the life and feats of legendary pilot Max Conrad,
including his record setting flights in our own Comanche N110LF. pb, 264 pp.
Price: $21.50 plus shipping (North America: $8.00; elsewhere: $15.00)
PA-30 & Multi-Engine Flying by Alice S. Fuchs. pb, 68 pp.
Price $9.00 plus shipping (North America: $5.00; elsewhere: $7.00)

Certified flight instructors who have
completed the ALL NEW 2014 Revised
CFF Pilot Proficiency Training Program.
For a list of GPPP instructors hios go to
www.cffpilot.com/files/instr7.htm/

LEAD INSTRUCTOR:

Mike Stich - Ohio
Single/Twin, (330) 283-1857
twincodrvr@aol.com

Bill Archer - AZ (Phoenix/Mesa)
Single/Twin, (480) 203-3043
flyawaboy@cox.net

Malcolm Dickinson - CT/NY
Single/Twin, (203) 698-2600
malcolm@malcolm.cc

Rusty Hall - TX (Burnet)
Single/Twin, (512) 567-0103
snj101xgumps@yahoo.com
Craig Mussman - IL
Single/Twin, (815) 450-3692

These merchandise purchases and/or your donations can be
craigmussman@yahoo.com

made through CFF on the ICS website with either a credit
card or our newly availabe PayPal option. Please visit:
www.comancheflyers.com

Myron Oakley - IL
Twin Only, (815) 985-7894
moakley@z-tech.com

Av Shiloh - NY/PA/NJ/DE

Single, (215) 740-5558
avshiloh@verizon.net

Cliff Wilewski - IL

Ground Instructor, (815) 395-0500
cliff@heritageaero.com

Steve Zaboji - VA
Single/Twin, (571) 228-3420
szaboji@aol.com

TO ORDER BY MAIL PLEASE FILL OUT
Please circle items above and indicate any multiple quantities.

Item(s) cost: Add all shipping: Order Total:

Mail to: CFF c/o Shirley Nelson,

925 Ludwick Avenue, Blaine, WA 98230-5109
Telephone: 360-671-7388
comancheflyer@comcast.net
Enclose check or money order made pavable to CFF.

Ship to name: PROGRAM DIRECTOR
Street Address: Dave Fitzgerald

City: State: (330) 936-7979

Zip Code: Country: aaviator@neo.rr.com
Telephone: E-Mail:

COMANCHE FLYER FOUNDATION, INC.

ICS — Please support our advertisers!
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COMANCHE FLYER FOUNDATION

Sentember D01 (pdate

by Mike Foster, CFF President N8SS68P

Hello fellow Comanche folks!

A short update on CFF. We have been
working on getting a few more training
events scheduled in various areas of the
country, and have two now on the books.
The first clinic, which is scheduled for
October 13-15, in Hawthorne, Calif.
(HHR), is still in the planning stage. To help
encourage participation, we are looking

Aircraft Engine
into adding a side trip after the event that _
'jﬂ’l
'm/m[f 12 ﬁﬂ’%ﬂiﬂﬂ

should interest the “significant others” and
TIE:

the grandchildren as well. Check with Tribe : fmjljjfiﬂ
Chief, Craig Varga, or our CPPP coordina- S h O p S O I O 0 I' ﬁ%fﬂ
With Vectors

tor, Dave Fitzgerald, about the latest details.
The second clinic (for the southeast-
ern members) will be in Central Florida
sometime in February or March 2018. A fro r‘;‘ 0 ur
date and place is still being finalized— E n g iNn e Pa rts

Dave Fitzgerald is handling this one as
well. After the event, for those interested, Expe rts
a trip to Pelican Bay. We did this two
years ago and it was a grand success.
(Watch for these events to be posted on
CFFs website cffpilot.com/index.php
under the “Training” tab.)

For a great weekend of high qual-
ity training in a relaxed and entertaining
environment, get in touch with Dave or
your respective tribe chief. If you have any
interest in remaining the safest and most
confident Comanche pilot you can be, you
owe it to yourself, your loved ones, and to
the fleet of wonderful aircraft we fly to attend
one of these training events. Order Op-Line 2477 f3q5 .

Whether you're an IGS member or  WWW.aircraft-specialties.com

tribe chief, if you would like to have a 1-800-826-9252

CPPP training event held in your area, 2860 N. Sheridan Road, Tulsa, OK 74115
contact Dave Fitzgerald at aaviator@ Phone: 918-836-6872 Fox: 918-836-4419
neo.rr.com or call (330) 936-7979; he FAA DD2R764K & EASA.145.6513 Certified Repair Station

will get the ball rolling. We only need six
full-course students to hold an event. So l
get with some of your local Comanche

=S ml

pilots, members or not, and we will assist I A IR CIR /A IF T 11001 1
in the rest of the planning. -SP.,ECIALTIESIIIII.'...-----
’SERVIC 1E: /1101000

D
with some great flying trips. Fly safely ! €me N

Have a great rest of the summer and fall
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The Fly

by Bruce Thumann

or those of you who are
acquainted with longtime ICS
members Hugh and Clara Hunton

from near Shreveport, Louisiana, you
likely already know that Hugh has,
for some time now, been flying his
Cardinal (Cardnanche) much more
than the Comanche for reasons of
better mobility and cockpit access as
the bones and joints age. In fact, the
Comanche has somewhat gone to live
with Hugh and Clara’s son, Hugh Jr.,
for the time being. And that was only
natural, as Hugh Jr. grew up flying that
airplane, loving it, and caring for it
just as much as Hugh Sr. Well, it just
so happens that Hugh and Clara also
have a daughter, Janet, who has a now
22-year-old son, Hunter Neucere, who

14 ¢ Comanche Flyer

is also interested in aviation. In fact,
both Hugh Jr. and Hunter are air traffic
controllers. If you have flown through
Fort Worth Center’s air space, you may
have even spoken with one or both of
them. Anyway, Hunter has been taking
full advantage of lots of seat time in
the Comanche during this transition
period with both Uncle Hugh Jr. and
Grandpa Hugh at his side sharing their
Comanche knowledge with him, and is
now a third-generation Comanche pilot
in that aircraft.

Now that you know the front end of
that story, here’s the back end. Hunter,
along with Uncle Hugh Jr., took the
family’s beautiful 1959 PA-24-250
Comanche to AirVenture Oshkosh
this year, with Hunter being the one

to take the last les—an accomplishment
on its own as those who have flown
into AirVenture will attest to. But the
icing on the cake is that our Comanche
family won the Contemporary
Outstanding Piper PA-24 Comanche
award while there. Now we have a new,
very accomplished Comanche pilot,
a deeply proud mom, a doting uncle,
and a Grandpa & Grandma just beside
themselves with joy. Congratulations
to the Flying Huntons—we will all be
watching for that fourth generation of
Flying Huntons to take the reins and
pilot the family Comanche in the not
too distant future.

P.S. Grandpa Hunton says Hunter’s
name went on the award because he
is the one who polished up the family
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VINTAGE AIRCRAFT ASSOCIATION AWARD
PRESENTATION EVENT HELD IN THE VINTAGE HANGAR.

THE PROGRAM WILL BEGIN AT 6:00rPm ON

| SATURDAY July 29, 2017
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Comanche for the event. Grandpa
also says the price of admission for
Hunter’s name on the award is that
he will become an ICS member in the
near future. Sounds like a fair trade to
me, Hunter, and I would not dare let
Grandpa down on this one. €

(from left) VAA Staff member, VAA
: President Susan Dusenbury, a beaming
Hunter, and his very proud Uncle Hugh Jr.
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The Summer of
Discontent

by Gloria Smith Zawaski

Instrument training has ruined my summer. I'm winter
white because | haven't seen the light of day. My
house is a mess. My nails are chewed off. The garden Is
overgrown. | have no muscle tone. | don’t have a nice
word for anyone ... not even the smiling newspaper guy
who struggles to deliver the paper because the mailbox
Is overgrown with morning glories commingled with
poison ivy. I've become a curmudgeon. Why? Because
I'm studying. I've studied when friends have been out to
dinner. I've studied through Oshkosh on the one year they
had great weather. I've foresworn wine because | fly at
an ungodly early hour when | pray that the wind is calm.

lease refrain from giving me the
P“power of positive thinking” pep

talk. I'm not buying it. Before
I started instrument training, I actu-
ally believed that people who thought
positively attracted positive things into
their lives—as though they had little
inner positivity magnets like the ones
housed within our compasses, tracking
them toward positive things.

But since I decided to become an
instrument-rated pilot, I have become
a “nattering nabob of negativism,” in
the words of Spiro T. Agnew. Who's
he? Why he was Vice President of the
United States, who’s about as relevant
today as those old VORs I'm trying to
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understand in order to get an instru-
ment rating,.

Speaking of VORs, I was practic-
ing a VOR hold in VFR conditions last
week when I had to interrupt a nonpilot
friend of mine along for the ride so that
I could identify the VOR.

“What’s that noise?” she inquired.
“That’s Morse Code,” I replied.

“Morse Code?” she laughed. “We're
in an airplane equipped with how many
thousands of dollars’ worth of equip-
ment ... and you're listening in for ...
Morse Code?”

On better days, I would have joined
her in a laugh at my considerable

expense, but I think my sense of humor
was surgically removed when I decided
to become an instrument pilot.

I have endured six months of pure,
unadulterated torture in my pursuit
of excellence as a pilot. Flying with
Foggles is almost impossible to bear,
but even worse is how much you have
to study to pass the written exam.

Here’s the story on that. I studied a
bit here and there, trying to maintain
a semblance of a life while memorizing
things like what weather conditions at
my destination will demand the filing
of an alternate destination. One Two
Three! I repeated to myself. One hour
before and one hour after arrival, the
ceiling must be two thousand feet with
three miles visibility. Why not just file
an alternate and C.Y.A. (cover your
alternative, that is) and be done with
it? Apparently, that’s too easy.

How hard could the written test be?
I kept asking myself. I was feeling pretty
confident about it until one day when I
ran into my pilot friend Hank. We once
enjoyed exchanging pleasantries until
he, like me, decided it was time to get
an instrument ticket. Unlike me, Hank is
highly organized and diligent. He had the
lean, unhappy look of someone stressed
beyond endurance when we spoke about
his upcoming written exam. He showed
me the library of books he kept to pre-
pare for the written test. He had study
guides for study guides. Put them in the
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In the United States today,
we have more than our
share of the nattering
nabobs of negativism.
They have formed their
own 4-H Club — the
‘hopeless, hysterical
hypochondriacs of history.

— Spiro T. Agnew
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Chosen for value and service

New Surplus Parts
for all Pipers
PA-18 through Cheyenne

SAVE 25- -85%
off |,5—t£rlce

s

* Airframe Parts

¢ Accessories, bellcranks
« Bushings, cowling

« Cables, gears, spars

* OHC Rotables

* Propellers

* and a whole lot more!

Free online inventory Search!
www.preferredairparts.com

Preferred Airparts, LLC

Div. of JILCO Industries

800-433-0814

Toll Free, LI S. & Canada
Tel. 330-698-0280, FAX 330-698-3164
sales2@preferredairparts.com

SALES HOURS
7:15am to 5:30pm EST.

e Buy Worldwide

We buy inventories of new
surplus parts for nearl y
hing  that
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baggage section and you’d be over gross.
Hank added that he augmented this col-
lection with CDs, tapes, and apps. He
knew when, say, a pilot-in-command
could deviate from an ATGC clearance.
He could recite 14 CFR 91.123, and he
did so just to prove it.

I began to feel uncertain about my
Gleim books and King videos. Was I
doing enough? And then it happened.
I learned that Hank had passed his
test but with only a 78. Yikes! How
would I do (taking into consideration
my own personal slacker factor)? My
study skills didn’t add up to his. What
if I failed? What if I had to do it all
again? Unthinkable...

I Googled weekend aviation semi-
nar programs. Alex and I would soon
be leaving for the Cleveland Comanche
Convention. If I was willing to travel
two hours by car to Allentown,
Pennsylvania, I could attend one on
the only weekend I had available. Why
didn’t I fly there? Because the semi-
nar wasn’t at the airport, and weather
might not permit it. I booked the hotel
and made an appointment to take the
test in Allentown the Monday following
the seminar.

The seminar was held at the
Bethlehem Best Western. I was lucky:
There was still room at the inn. I
arrived late Friday night, 9:30 PM to
be exact. Should I mention that I had
trouble following my iPhone’s GPS?
Any implications for my airborne GPS
aptitude?

“Welcome to the Best Western!”
said a cheerful desk clerk.

“Yes, west is best,” I wanted to
reply. “And you should fly it at even
thousands. Forget the VFR addition of
500 feet. This is an IFR rule.” Instead,
I simply tried to smile, even though I
haven’t done much of that since com-
mencing IFR training either.

Being at the Bethlehem Best Western
wouldn’t be my choice for a good time
on a good day. Staying at it for a week-
end study program about IFR rules and
regulations when everyone else seemed
to be having fun was punishment times

10. I briefly considered crashing one of
the wedding receptions the hotel was
hosting on Saturday. But no. I was there
to study, and study I did. I arrived at
the appointed room at 8 AM. I poured
myself a glass of water and awaited
the arrival of the instructor and other
attendees. There were four students
and Instructor Irv. The other students
were young guys. Irv was older than I;
I was grateful for that.

We all introduced ourselves. A
mechanic, two Cirrus pilots, and a
soon-to-be Pilatus pilot and owner.
They didn’t have to say what was on
their minds when it was my turn.
“Wouldn’t it be gentler to die of natural
causes?” their eyes seem to ask.

Then it was on to illustration, ques-
tion, answer. And when it was all over
.. study. I studied late Saturday night.
I studied late Sunday night. I arrived a
half-hour early for my test and waited
another half-hour for the person to
administer it.

The good news is, I passed. The bad
news is, [ only got an 85. What did I get
wrong? Apparently, I couldn’t interpret
the cross hatching on the High Level
Significant Prognostic chart for FL450,
which probably would be a concern if I
wanted to fly jets commercially for the
airlines. I also did my usual mess-up on
a hold entry. Oh, and I thought wind
below 3 knots was calm but below 6
knots was the correct answer. (I really
wanted 100%.)

By the time you read this, my
Practical Exam should be over. It’s
scheduled for August 3, so I will have
spent yet another week poring over
this left brain-straining material. Pray
the weather is good and the examiner’s
mood even better. I know that at the
end of this instrument-dark tunnel
there’s a wonderful world of pilots and
planes in living color and I can’t wait
to take off the Foggles and fly freely
among them again Cme

NOTE: If you read me, I'd like to hear
what you have to say. Just drop me
an email at wordsmith@citlink.net.
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Share your Comanche Knowledge with your Fellow ICS Members

o you have a good technical tip or overhaul story you can share? What about a flying experience or recent
instructional experience where you’d learned a lesson from which all pilots could benefit? Maybe a trip you took
in your Comanche that you’d recommend to others. We also desperately need in-flight photos of your Comanche
to feature on the cover of the Flyer (needs to be at least 1 MB in size to print well). Anything you can share that

would be helpful to fellow ICS members, we need you to send in your information!

You don’t have to be a writer by trade, just put your thoughts down and tell your story — it will be edited, if needed. Below
is a list of regular columns in the Flyer, and a few new ones that have been suggested (the word count provided is only an

average to help guide you).

Cover photo/Comanche Spirit — Not
only do you get to have your Comanche
on the cover of the Flyer, but we like to
feature the owner so ICS members can
get to know you better. You can fill out
an owner questionnaire and the editor
will write a story about you, or you can
submit your own. Average length is
1,000 words.

Letters to the Editor — Send in your
comments about an article you read in
a past Comanche Flyer. Or you can also
send items of interest you'd like to share
with other Comanche owners that may
not be long enough for an article. Really,
we’d like to hear from you!

Technically Speaking - We like to
feature technical information you have
found useful in maintaining your Co-
manche. Maybe it was an ongoing
problem that you finally found a
solution or you want to warn other
owners of an issue that occurred with
your airplane. Anything technical is
featured in this column. Average length
is 500-1,200 words.
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Maintenance Q & A - Do you have
a question regarding maintenance on
your Comanche? Send it in and we’ll
have our Technical Directors suggest
some solutions. As questions come in
and a reader has an alternate solution,
they can send them in as well. This
would be an ongoing format for
maintenance discussion.

From the Logbook - If you have a
trip that you’d recommend to other
members, or a particular “adventure”
you've taken in your Comanche that you'd
like to share, this is the column! We have
featured trips in story and journal formats.
Average length is 1,500 words.

Product/Vendor Information -
Did you have a good experience with
a vendor that you’d like to share or
have you recently purchased a product
that you’d recommend to other ICS
members? The best information that
most owners get is from others who
have experienced it, so share with us!
Average length is 250-750 words.

Fly-In Reports — A pretty popular
column, but we don’t see the
experiences some of the tribes are
having. Send us your story. We'd like
to hear how your Tribe is getting
together and sharing the camaraderie.
Average length is 250-500 words.

Best of the Flyer — This is an easy
one. If you know of an article in past
Flyers that you found useful and you
think needs repeating, send a copy and
we'll reprint it.

If you have a story that you don’t
feel fits into any of the above categories,
send it anyway. Most issues include
feature stories and we’d like to hear
from you. What do you enjoy learning
or reading about in the Flyer? Do you
have something you can contribute?
We'd like to hear from you!

Send your contributions and ideas
to Editor Melissa Frisbie at CFeditor@
outlook.com, or 1716 Canvasback Dr.,

Johnstown, CO 80534. @
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CONVENTION'E017:NEWS

Comanches - -
Rock Cleveland...

Is Hlstow

ob 74P

It’s all over,
time to relax.

The week of June 20-25 saw the arrival of 22 Comanche airplanes, 67 ICS members, and
12 vendors and seminar presenters. The weatherman promised perfect weather and it was
delivered—some rain a couple of evenings and on vendor/seminar morning, clearing in the
afternoon. The temperature was perfect North Coast Ohio. Two Comanches couldn’t make
it because of airplane problems, and a couple East Coasters modified their arrival because of

weather. “Twas a wonderful time in Cleveland this first week of summer.

by Bob Williams

e had scheduled the con-
vention in the summer to
allow teachers and students

to attend, but we had no students.
There were, however, conflicts with
family vacations for several who could
not attend. A fair percentage of our
attendees were first timers. Judging
from their comments, many will be

attending future conventions.

We had said Bar 32 on the 32nd floor
of the hotel would be quite the gathering
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spot, but we found it to be crowded
and noisy. During the convention week
we shared the Hilton with a Judges
Conference, a City Administrators
Conference, an Entrepreneur of the
Year conference, four weddings, and
a 21st birthday celebration—Bar 32
suited their needs well. Although Bar
32 was great for people watching, we
generally found Eliot’s Bar and Living
Room with its quiet ambience, open

space, and comfortable seating to

be more conducive to our sharing of
life, knowledge, and libation. That’s
where you were more likely to find the
Comanche folks.

We had planned Vendor/Seminar
day to be the highlight of the conven-
tion and it definitely was. Our largest
attendance was on Vendor/Seminar
Day and Airport Day, with our Awards
Banquet Saturday evening. Following
our plan of breakfast and lunch with

the vendors and individual seminar
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Signature comes through—
no fees and reduced gas prices.

Orientation at the Cleveland Airport Next Gen Tower.

e AP 5 . . A
Comanches within walking distance of
and downtown activities. -

At NASA Glenn’s Plum Brook Station, the blue dome covers
the world’s largest deep space chamber.

Best Twin recipient — Steve Spector, NS769Y What a way to end an evening with a beautiful sunset.

-t Great evm'the hotel TW;t day.

Flagship recipient — Chuck Lee, N6483P
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The Vendors, Seminar Speakers, and Sponsors

hese are the people that helped make our convention a

success. Aside from bringing their products and knowl-

edge to us, they contributed financially so we could
keep our convention registration fee down and still provide
the convention experience we wanted to present. In the end,
we were able to contribute funds to the ICS
treasury, again, making ICS stronger.

Each vendor paid a $250 registration fee.
There were 11 vendors in attendance. We also

Vendor Name

Appareo Stratus
Avionics Place
Electroair
Great Lakes Aero Products
Heritage Aero
Johnson Aircraft
L-3 Lynx
MT Propeller

Poplar Grove Airmotive

SkySurance
The STC Group
Tiffin Aero
Webco
Sporty's Pilot Shop
UPS
Skypark Flight School at 15G
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solicited sponsorships, and three vendors and one Flyer adver-
tiser also sponsored our convention with cash. Additionally, the
vendors and sponsors contributed auction items, registration
supplies, and welcome bag items. Our sponsors contributed
$4,015 in cash, an additional $1,255 in auction items,
and welcome bag items & supplies totaled about
$500. Please consider this when making decisions
involving their products. Here is the list:

_~

A successful Vendor/Seminar Day

Seminar Auction Item Other Gift

Presenter
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presentations, the Comanche owners,
vendors, and seminar presenters were
all fully rewarded on these special days.

With 22 Comanches, we had a
full complement of aircraft for the
Flagship judging, managed again this
year by Cliff Wilewski. Eight aircraft
were entered, split between singles
and twins. At the end of the day, the
results were tallied with the winners
announced at the Awards Banquet.
Flagship went to Chuck Lee, Best Twin
to Steve Spector, and Best Single to
Hank Spellman.

Cleveland, as it turns out, is a spe-
cial place indeed. Gone is the dreary
downtown many expected. The vari-
ety of events, night life, restaurants,
and everything else happening only
enhanced our experience. Check out
some random comments heard through-
out the week and you will see what a
Comanche Convention is all about.
Then, plan to attend one for the first
time yourself. As we have said earlier,
you just can’t have a better experi-
ence than when a group of Comanche
owners get together.

What Was Overheard

o “We've gotta get Detroit to do what
Cleveland has done!”

¢ “Ionly came to this old city because
my husband had volunteered to
work at the convention.” Then, five
days later, “I wish I had a couple
more days to enjoy this city.”

e Many people said that the Cod WWII

submarine was the best tour they
had.

e “The NASA tour was over the top,
glad I came.”

e This is the Rock and Roll Hall of
Fame.

¢ Paraphrased: Day 1—“The Europeans
would do things differently.”
Day 2—“This is a great convention.”

e Another attendee said, “We have
outdone ourselves on this con-
vention, better than the last time
(2009).”

e “Texpected to see a brick wall out our
hotel window—wow, everybody sees

SEPTEMBER 2017

Lake Erie, the coast, and the city
skyline.” There are no bad rooms.

If we had planned the convention
before the New Zealand convention,
we couldn’t have had the Hilton
Downtown, it opened June 1, 2016.

The vendors all had a good experi-
ence, and most asked when the next
convention would be. Some might
be willing to travel to Scotland.

gas at $5.75/gal. The North Central
Tribe picked up everyone’s landing
fee of 37 or $10.

And as for the Hilton, our host hotel:

e The welcome reception, a terrific
menu, plentiful food, great presenta-
tion—what a Welcome to Cleveland.

¢ The people at the Hilton promised
an exceptional experience and made
good on their promise.

Enjoying the popular Nautica Queen dinner cruise.

Electroair said if all vendor days
were planned like ours, they would
be more successful. He is taking our
idea (of breakfast and lunch with
the vendors) with him.

Many were amazed at the location
of the airport, within walking dis-
tance of the hotel and everything
downtown.

Restaurants were abundant and
varied.

Downtown and the East Bank (of the
Cuyahoga River) Flats were vibrant.

The Dinner Cruise with the view
of Downtown Cleveland and Burke
Lake Front Airport was nothing
short of awesome!

Signature came through—NO (as in
zero) parking fees, and affordable

¢ Every Hilton employee at every level
was happy, cheerful, and helpful.

e The Hilton A/V support and service
was immediate and precise.

e  Our Saturday Awards Banquet, with
a view of Lake Erie, well suited our
last evening together.

And, finally, the North Central
Tribe would like to thank all of you
for coming, and making the Comanches
Rock Cleveland 2017 a true success.
Without you, the Comanche enthusiast,
our convention would have just been
another day about town. As the conven-
tion wound down on Sunday, my wife,
Marti, turned to me, sighed, and said,
“Does this mean I get you back again?”

See you next year in Edinburgh,
Scotland. €mr

[Look for more photos on page 45.]
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The Venue For The

2018 Convention
August 14-18, 2018

by Barrie Taylor

dinburgh, the Capital City
Eof Scotland, always vibrant,
becomes International during
the City’s annual Arts Festival.
Wherever you enter the City, your
route is likely to take you into the New

Town, built at the time when England
lost its American Colonies in the USA.

Edinburgh Castle

Aot .
24 « Comanche Flyer. .
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The streets were named to please
our King George III, with Princes Street
named after his sons. Unlike the Old
Town, the New Town is built on a grid
pattern with two squares: one named
after Queen Charlotte who died in

childbirth and was the wife of George
III, and the other named after Saint
Andrew the Patron Saint of Scotland.
The credit for the concept of the New
Town goes to James Craig, a young

architect who won a competition for its

: SEPTEMBER 2017



design in 1776, but much of the detail
was the work of the architect William
Playfair. There is a commemorative
plaque to him on Calton Hill dominated
by his classical Greek pillars.

The pillars are an unfinished mon-
ument to the Scottish soldiers who
died in the Napoleonic Wars. This is
a good place to look down the length
of Princes Street with its famous gar-
dens in what was once the Nor Loch,
drained in 1820. Edinburgh Castle, on
the massive Castle Rock, fills the sky-
line. The annual Military Tattoo takes
place on the Castle Esplanade during
the Edinburgh Festival.

Mary Stuart, Queen of Scots,
Elizabeth I’s Catholic cousin and
rival to the English throne, was born
in the Castle that has not been occu-
pied by the English since Cromwell’s
Model Army, commanded by George
III’'s brother, ruthlessly put down
the Jacobite Rebellion in 1745 led
by Bonnie Prince Charles who was a
Catholic in a country that was now
Protestant. Prince Charles’ lineage, like
Mary Queen of Scots, went back to
Henry VIIT’s elder sister Margaret who
married a Scottish King.

The Royal Mile in the Old Town
extends from the Castle to Holyrood
Park once the hunting park of Holyrood
Palace. Mary Queen of Scots had lived
in the palace; it is now the official
Scottish residence of our present
Queen Elizabeth II.

Following the 1745 Rebellion, tartan
and the wearing of a kilt were banned
until it was revived for George III's state
visit to Edinburgh in 1820 when he
arrived in the traditional way by ship
that docked at Leith Edinburgh’s port.
It is where our present Queen’s former
Royal Yacht Britannia is berthed and
open to the public.

Walking down the Royal Mile to
Holyrood Palace you will find your-
self in the centre of the Old Town
with high tenement blocks on each
side, built high because of the con-
fined space. It was a feature of Old
Edinburgh that various social classes
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shared the same buildings, the only
segregation being that the shopkeep-
ers and tradesmen tended to rent the
cheaper cellars and garrets.

You will walk through the Old
Parliament Square to Saint Giles
Cathedral, the High Kirk of the Church
of Scotland, where John Knox could
not have been much liked by Mary
Queen of Scots when he preached
his fiery anti-Catholic sermons. The
Gothic style architecture dates back to
the 15th Century. The Cathedral has
beautiful stained glass windows. The
Thistle Chapel, dedicated to Scotland’s

University of Edinburgh’s
Old College as it stands now.

Order of Chivalry, is one of the high-
lights. Look for the carving of an angel
playing the bagpipes.

The Mound, created from exca-
vations of the New Town, runs from
Princes Street up on to the Royal Mile
close to St Giles. Trams used to ascend
this steep slope in freezing weather. 1
remember being told that there was an
electric blanket under the road. The
trams were taken out of Edinburgh in
1956. However, a new line, running from
the International Airport along Princes
Street and into St. Andrew Square, has
recently been built. The Mound leads



The Convention of a Lifetime — Edinburgh, Scotland
August 14-18, 2018

Booking Form

www.ics2018convention.com

ATTENDEE INFORMATION
NAME: 1st Person
2nd Person
Address:
Tribe:
Contact Email:
Contact Phone No:
Provisional Itinerary
14/Aug/18 | 1400 registration $1200 pp | €1020 pp £920 pp
15/Aug/18 |Daytime - Visit Floors Castle and Falconry display Inc
15/Aug/18 [Evening - Spirit of Scotland Inc
16/Aug/18 |Daytime - Visit Holyrood Palace and Museum Inc
16/Aug/18 |Evening - Tribe night Not Inc
17/Aug/18 |Daytime - Seminars and Vendors Inc
17/Aug/18 |Evening - The Royal Edinburgh Military Tattoo Inc
18/Aug/18 |Daytime - Airport Day - Visit East Fortune Aircraft Museum Inc
18/Aug/18 |Evening - Gala Dinner - Onboard Royal Yacht Britannia - Dress: Formal/Black Tie Inc
19/Aug/18 Tour Options: |Ghost Walk of Edinburgh - www.mercattour.com $20.00 pp |€16.75pp |£15pp
The Underground City — www.cityofthedeadtours.com $15.40pp |€13.00pp |[£11.60 pp
The Scotch Whisky Experience — www.scotchwhiskyexperience.co.uk $36.15pp |€30.50 pp |£27.30 pp
If you wish for us to book one of these tours for you for Sunday, please
indicate which one and add payment.
HOTEL TO BE BOOKED SEPARATELY * TOTAL:|($ € £

» Please send completed form(s) to Alan Burrows at: ics2018convention@gmail.com

» Deposit 50% by 1 January 2018 e Balance payable by 1 May 2018

Balance may be paid over 3 months.
» For more details and hotel reservations*, visit our Convention website at: www.ics2018convention.com

Payment options: 1. Paypal: ics2018convention@gmail.com
2. By cheque (Euros or UK Pounds Sterling)

Please make your cheque payable to: ICS European Social Group

Send cheque to: ICS European Social Group
c/o Alan Burrows
Rockwood, Ramsey Road, Laxey
Isle of Man, IM4 7PY
United Kingdom
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Festival Gardens

onto George IV Bridge, a street elevated
above the Grass Market, now the site of
one of Edinburgh’s four Universities.

Further on is Grey Friars Bobby, an
Inn where a faithful Terrier dog sat and
guarded the grave of its deceased owner.
Behind this is Greyfriars Church, a
church of cathedral proportions known
as the Covenanters Church, a religious
group who opposed the imposition of
the Established Church of England.

Joseph Black, an eminent doctor
and chemist who discovered Carbon
Dioxide and Nitrogen as constituents
of the Atmosphere during the Scottish
Enlightenment, is buried here in the
Covenanters Prison. At this time
there was a significant contribution
to the World by Scotland in the field of
Economics and Science. Men like Adam
Smith and Robert Stevenson walked the
gaslit streets, and you can see the stat-
ues of these Edinburgh alumni today.

The controversial new Scottish
Parliament building is opposite
Holyrood Palace at the foot of Arthur’s
Seat, an extinct volcano. The Scottish
Parliament merged with the English
Parliament with the Act of Union in
1707. Within two years the prime
minister of the English Parliament
was a Scotsman! The current Scottish
Parliament reconvened in 1998.

I

Greyfriars Bobby is not far from
Edinburgh’s oldest University where the
architect William Playfair was respon-
sible for the design of the Quadrangle
and library that bears his name. He
was also responsible for the design of
the building of the Royal College of
Surgeons. It is the UK’s oldest and larg-
est surgical college delivering the best
possible outcomes for patients world-
wide. Edinburgh’s Medical School has
been preeminent as a world centre of
medical education and made an enor-
mous contribution to medical research
and practice in the world.

Scotland’s First Minister has an offi-
cial residence in 6 Charlotte Square
at the West End of Princes Street and
George Street in the New Town. From
here the Queensferry Road passes over
Dean Bridge built by the Scottish engi-
neer Thomas Telford. It spans the gorge
of Dean Village, once the site of paper
mills, on a river that flows down from
the Pentland Hills to Leith harbour
where it enters the sea. Dean Village
has been redeveloped and what was
once low-cost social housing is now
very much in demand. At Queensferry,
there are three bridges over the Firth
of Forth. The oldest bridge is the iconic
Forth Railway Bridge, the longest
cantilever bridge in the world when
construction started in 1882.

[Editor's Note: Look for the Convention Booking Form on page 26.
Please be aware that a 50% Deposit is required by January 1, 2018.]
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View of Edinburgh from Calton Hill.

No account of Edinburgh
is complete without men-
tioning Hogmanay, the
annual Edinburgh New Year
celebration that started as
an informal street party.
It now covers four days
of processions, concerts,
and fireworks with a street
party beginning on Princes
Street on 31st December
each year with Ceilidhs (A
social gathering with tra-
ditional Irish or Scottish
music, dancing, and sto-
rytelling.) and dancing in
Princes Street gardens.

One has to wait until the Spring
Fire Festival on Calton Hill for the
next festival on Princes Street, but
you may prefer to climb Arthur’s
Seat on May Day and greet the dawn
when you should wash your face in
the morning dew, in order to attain
eternal youth. Cme

Aircraft
Interiors

Standard & Custom Designs

LEATHER
NAUGAHYDE « FABRIC

Seats ® Headliners
Seat Belts ® Carpet
Window Trims ® Sound Proof
Side Panels ® Glare Shields
Windows ® Headrests

Visors ® Curtains

Call Mike Roney
402-572-8788
ICS #4102

MIKE’S UPHOLSTERY INC.
12303 N. 72nd
North Omaha Airport
Omaha, NE 68122
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Getting the most

out of your autopilot

by Dale Smith

ether you are flying hard IFR or just out in search

of the best 8100 hamburger, there’s one piece of

equipment that’s right in your panel that can cut

the workload on any flight you make — your autopilot. That
is if you use it.

Truth be told, the majority of pilots rarely take the time
to get to know the capabilities of their airplane’s autopilot.
Operationally speaking, they’re a lot like airborne weather

VORI/LOCIGPS

AUTOPILOT
DISCONNECT
SWITCH

Basic Single Axoll System
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radars — many airplanes have them, but very few pilots ever
take the time to learn how to use it. Sure you could read the
Owner’s Manual, but what self-respecting pilot will do that? If it
were a VCR in your panel, it would just blink 12:00 all the time.

But you have a lot of money invested in your airplane
and the Pilot’s Operating Handbook (POH) that came with
your particular autopilot is the best place to start to get the
most out of that investment.

ABSOLUTE PRESSURE JRE
TRANSDUCER

AUTOPILOT
DISCONNECT
SWITCH

REMOTE
ALTITUDE
ENGAGE/
oo SWITCH
Basic Two-Axis tch System
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Reprinted from the August 2008 Comanche Flyer

“Pilots need to spend time reading their autopilot’s POH.
It won'’t take long and it will greatly increase their under-
standing and confidence in using their autopilot on every
flight,” Greg Plantz, Director of Sales, S-TEC Corporation
said. One of the first things it will tell you is whether yours
is a rate-based or an attitude-based autopilot.

Is your autopilot rate-based or attitude-based?

As Plantz explained it, an attitude-based system is going
to get its input from your vacuum-driven attitude gyro, while
a rate-based autopilot gets its primary information from a
specially designed electric turn-coordinator that comes with
the autopilot system.

Why is that important? Well, on the
average flight it’s not. But it can be crit-
ical when things start to go wrong and
you need to know whether or not you
can you get help from your autopilot.

“What happens if you're in IMC and
your vacuum system fails and you have
an attitude-based autopilot?” Plantz
said. “If you don’t do anything your
autopilot is going to follow that gyro
down to its [the autopilot’s] design
limits before disengaging. In other GOFTIONAL)
words, if that autopilot is designed to
disengage at a 40-degree bank angle,
it will follow that gyro until it reaches
that limit. That’s too late.”

“Vacuum failure is a subtle thing,”
he continued. “If the vacuum failed
and that gyro slowly spools down you
can find yourself in an unusual attitude
before you realize it. So if you have
an attitude-based autopilot, you know
that if you have a vacuum failure, you
can’t use it. A lot of pilots don’t under-
stand that.”

“What else do you have in your
airplane to back up that gyro?” he
asked. “Do you have a standby vacuum
pump? The point is, if your primary
vacuum or gyro fails is there a backup
data source for your autopilot? If not,
it’s not going to work.”

SEPTEMBER 2017

REMOTE ANNUNCIATOR

SA- 200 ALTITUDE PRE-SELECT

TRIM SERYO

“An advantage of a rate-based autopilot is it doesn’t care
about the vacuum system,” Plantz said. “If you have an
electrical failure, you'll at least have enough power in the
battery to let the autopilot fly while you get things sorted
out. Then you can turn it off and hand fly.”

Plantz stressed that knowing these operational differ-
ences are critical to helping you get the most capabilities
and safety out of whatever autopilot you have. The better
you know your autopilot and how it interacts with the other
systems on your airplane, the better prepared you are to
handle an emergency.

Advanced Three-Yaw System

FLIGHT DIRECTOR

AUTOPILOT DISCONNECT!
TRIM INTERRUPT SWITCH

N
1

\
|

"""-4":,,}

CONTROL WHEEL
STEERING SWITCH

ABSOLUTE PRESSURE
TRANSDUCER

SYSTEM FIFTY FIVE X

/!
PROGRAMMER / COMPUTER AIP MASTER

SWITCH

SWITCH ROLL SERVO

TRIM COMMAND
SWITCH

YAW DAMPER YAW SERVO
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BUY or RENT

the World's...... 4-6 MAN
* smallest package 4" x12"x14" 4
* lightest weight 12lbs. &

¢ least expensive $1,510

NEW!N! FAA TSO Approved Life Rafts

Emergency Liferaft

Call Survival Products, the manufacturer, for customer/distributor/service info.
PHONE: (954) 966-7329 Fax: (954) 966-3584
5614 SW 25 St., Hollywood, FL 33023

’Sly&‘/lm WEB: wWww.survivalproductsinc.com
sropucTs e, EMAIL: sales@survivalproductsinc.com

MADE IN USA

9-13 MAN
5" x 12" x 14"

" $1,960

While how to do an approved autopi-
lot exercise plan is part of the autopilot’s
preflight procedures in the POH, Plantz
said that he kicks his up a notch. “What
I do is throw my heading bug 30-degrees
to the left. My servo starts turning the
yoke to the left. But before it hits the
stop, I grab the yoke and hold it until the
clutch engages,” he said. “I hold it for
five or 10 seconds. It makes the motor

18 Ibs.

T30'd &

Non TSCO'd

work longer and I also verify that the
clutch is working properly.”

“I do that again for a right turn.

The Brebner Family

AT

* 4000 ft. PRIVATE AIRSTRIP

* EXCELLENT RAINBOW TROUT FlSlIlN(I
* AIRPORT CAF4

* AMERICAN PLAN

P.O. Box 4685, Williams Lake, B.C. Canada V2G 2V7 ;
Lodge: (403) 987-9258 or Message: (250) 392-5612
WWW tqumahlakciodoe com * |ntoOtsunlahlakclodge com fﬂ

Then I do it the same way for the pitch
servo,” Plantz said. “I use the maximum
commands to get the maximum voltage
requirements to the servo from the flight
computer so I have the best chance of
having the highest RPMs on the servos.”

Since the S-TEC model Fifty Five
X autopilot Plantz has in his Cherokee
Six 300 has an auto-trim servo, he also
turns the autopilot off and runs the
electric trim all the way to its stops in
both directions. “By doing this I've run

S A all three servos,” he explained. “Even

if you only have a wing-leveler and one

Preflight your autopilot.

Another thing you'll find in your POH is the large section
it dedicates to preflighting your autopilot. Did you even know
there are preflight procedures? Sure you did.

“It’s a step that most pilots have forgotten about, but it’s
very important. Especially if you're launching off into IMC.
In the clouds is not the place to discover that your autopilot
isn’t working — especially if it’s part of your get-home plan,”
Plantz said. “What you really want to do is go through all the
preflight procedures in your POH. Companies go through a
lot to get these [POHs] approved and this is one of the things
it stresses. Some pilots just get too lazy.”

Plantz said that his preflight autopilot check not only
confirms that the systems are working but he also uses it
as an opportunity to ‘exercise’ the various servos. “The
muscle of the system is the servo and it needs to be used,”
he said. “Carbon and corrosion can build up on the brushes
so the motor won’t work as well — they won’t respond as
quickly to small directions from the autopilot’s controller.
So the controller ends up sending more voltage and then
the servomotor over reacts to the signal. That’s one of the
things we look at when someone complains about pitch-

oscillation or wing-rock.”
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servo, the procedure is still the same.”
Autopilot operational tips.

Now that you know that your autopilot is functioning as
designed, it’s time to launch off into that 500-foot ceiling,
right? Not so fast. Knowing that your autopilot works is not
the same as knowing how you’re going to work with your
autopilot. Take a tip from the professionals and have a game
plan for autopilot usage.

“It’s a comfort thing with every pilot,” Plantz said.
“Everyone wants to use their autopilot at a different phase
of flight and that’s fine. The key is to have the decision made

before you leave the ramp.”

“Personally, I engage my autopilot at 500 feet AGL. Other
guys will hand fly to 1,000 feet, then turn it on. It’s a matter
or your procedure and comfort,” he continued. “Have your
departure profile decided upon early. Say it’s 200 overcast
and a half-mile. I'm going to use my flight director for the
first 500 feet and then engage my autopilot. I've also decided
which modes I'm going to use while on the ground — am I
using my Heading or NAV modes? It’s all pre-decided on the
ground so I can concentrate on safely flying the airplane.”

Plantz also said that he has his approach procedures
decided before he even begins his decent. “Have a game plan
for when you are going to disconnect during the approach,”
he added. “On a non-precision approach are you going to
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use the autopilot to maintain the inbound course? If your
autopilot doesn’t have vertical speed capability are you
going to keep it engaged to fly the inbound course while you
manually control the vertical decent? What are you going
to do when you reach MDA?”

“I keep the autopilot on from the MDA to the missed
approach,” Plantz said. “Or until I visually acquire the airport
— then the autopilot comes off. Pilots who don’t trust their
autopilots to track the inbound course turn it off and hand
fly. But let’s say the autopilot has been holding a 30-degree
crab into a crosswind. You turn off the autopilot and turn
the aircraft into the runway heading and guess what? By the
time you get down to the decision height you're off course. If
you have a capable autopilot, why wouldn’t you fly it down
to minimums to help you out?”

Another helpful tip on approach is to use the throttle
to help the autopilot stay on the glide slope. “Pilots can
anticipate the autopilot’s pitch change and use power to
help it out,” he said. “I'm not making huge power changes,
just small increments to smooth the approach out.” Another
tip Plantz shared is to use the heading bug to slowly start
turning the aircraft in towards the final approach heading to
smooth the intercept angle out during a localizer approach.

“If you're flying a 30-degree intercept your needle will be
fully deflected. When you see that needle come off the peg,
there’s nothing wrong with using the heading bug to slowly
start turning the aircraft inbound,” he said. “This will help

the autopilot fly a tighter localizer approach.”
Practice makes perfect.

Like honing any skill, it takes practice to get comfortable
with your autopilot. That’s why it’s a good idea to fly as much
as you can with it on. Pick a VFR day and fly simulated IFR
flight with a safety pilot. How does your autopilot track the
localizer? What is your personal disconnect altitude? Get a
feel for helping it fly the approach with throttle inputs. The

extra practice is good for you and great for your autopilot.

Even if you are a VFR-only pilot. There may come a day
when you encounter IMC weather and your ability to use
your autopilot to keep your wings level and execute a 180

may be a real difference maker.

If you're not comfortable doing it yourself, find an expe-
rienced instructor who knows autopilots and can give you
a few hours of dual. When it gets down to “crunch time” it

may be the best investment you've ever made. e
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1134 N. Oliver Road, Hgr G * Newion, Ks 67114 USA
Ph, 316-283-7929 Fax 316-283-4702 Email: sales@webcoaircraft.com

Thanks for your continued support!
We wish all in the International
Comanche Society a prosperous

2017.

We look forward to continuing to
provide our parts, service and
technical support.

Always just a phone call or
email away
(316) 283-7929
sales@webcoaircraft.com
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Providing Quality Service Since 1980

McCauley
Black Mac STC

Hartzell
Top Prop STC

‘Authorized'McCauley;Seryice Center;
HAMILTON STANDARD, - HARTZELL
McCAULEY - SENSENICH - WOODWARD

Full Propeller

Props &
Sales & Service

Prop Governors

“‘:3‘-__?.—

=

Toll Free 1-800-643-8379
208-344-5161 » FAX 208-344-9503
sales@pps-boi.com

4777 Aeronca St., Boise, ID 83705

* Rapco

* Sensenich

* BF Goodrich

* MT Propeller FAA Repair
Sta, #FG6R534N

www.precisionpropellerservice.com
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Tips Manual

Easy to use, fold flat spiral bound,
365 pages.

Updated version due soon.

Care and Maintenance of the Piper

Comanche Single (Creech Manual)
Donated by Maintenance Director and
life-long member, the late Bill Creech.
Tips on care and maintenance of your

Single Comanche.
Tips Manual

2013 edition revised by Cliff Wilewski
$65.00

Landing Gear DVD
Watch complete gear removal from
the airplane and 1000 hour gear AD

performed and hosted by Hans Neubert
and George Mahurin. 2 hours.

nternatinne zociety.
ART
Internati ;nal Camal

USA Canada Foreign

$16.00 $31.00

Landing
Gear DVD

$25.00
careand Malnrenance

inat
of the Piper Comanche Singie

gill Creech

Care and
Maintenance of the

Comanche Single
-_— $25.00

ICS Treasurer Bob Berry '

2944 Yellow Creek Road
Fairlawn, OH 44333

Phone: (330) 608-8384
email: 300si@lek.net

Payment: CVisa

Street Address:
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Update Your Old Gomanche Panel

- —m o o
1

TN >
EE
* Provides maximum protection . \ —— 1
from disabling glare 1 /{—\ —
* Uses your existing mounts L (L) [ooeeces
—_— ___l —-/ [LR+ReRe R+ Ral+]
* Affordable pEodel |
As an optometrist and Comanche Owner, (ICS# 13091), u -
I wanted better sun visors for my Comanche, so I s :
obtained field approval for my anti-glare sun visors. UP ddte-y ourp dn'd wa Stﬂﬂ&l’d}"ﬂl T Conﬁ gunltlon' Add spﬂcefb r
$10 plus S & H includes plans and 337 Field-Approved new electronics. All panels computer drawn and laser cut.
paperwork. A perfect sample pair for your use as . ,
a pattern to make your own is available for a $197 '58-60 CenterStaCk COﬂVGrSlon $95000 (FU”y STC d)
deposit, refundable IF returned within 15 days. ‘61-68 Single or Twin $825.00 (Fully STC’d)

Call or email for details.

Recuts left side — $250 e Recuts right side — $100. (Prior Panels)
Contact: John Van Bladeren at:

Ron & John’s Comanche Service

Dr. Steven A. DeGroff
DeGroff Aviation Technologies

ISI; Fores:;z;r'li(llnive 2007 SE Ash Street e Portland, OR 97214

erne, _ - : i

L - (503) 329-8512 (Day or Night)  Fax: (503) 234-0677
email: c2020@drdegroff.com e-mail: johnv@spiretech.com

Cluster Gauges STC SHIMMY DAMPER KIT WE OVERHAUL P/N 21286-000

S.W., AC, Rochester ALH-001 & ALH-002 GEAR MOTOR AND OTHER
Overhauled APPROVED FOR PIPER GEAR AND FLAP MOTORS FOR
MODELS PA24, 30, & 39 SER. OTHER AIRCRAFT

OIL TEMP CONVERSION KITS
“The ONLY STC approved kit on the market”

Use the New OVERHAUL
Rochester Probe Fuel Senders YOUR HOT PLATE
with your Overhauls Overhauled
AC Gauge

WE OVERHAUL ALL INSTRUMENTS

STC Oil Temperature Coupler Kit, ALH-1-005
Approved for Piper Models PA-23 PA-24 PA-30-39

AIR-PARTS OF

Altimeters Airspeed Indicator Tachometers VSI
WE STILL DO AEROMARINE INSTRUMENTS LIKE AIRSPEED FUEL FLOW
1084 East Water Street, Hangar #3 Piper Airport,

Lock Haven, PA 17745
Phone 1-800-443-3117 or 1-570-748-0823 Fax 1-570-748-1786
Web Site: www.airpartsoflockhaven.com
E-Mail: gmckinney@airpartsoflockhaven.com
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FROM THE TRIBE CRIEFS

TRAINING EVENT

October 20-22, 2017
Comanche Training
Lancaster, Texas

Bob Cretney will host his annual
Comanche Training Event in the Cold
War Museum on Lancaster Regional
Airport (LNQ).

The course will consist of systems
training ground school on Friday;
hands-on systems training with a
Comanche on jacks on Saturday; and

with Comanche specific flight training

on both Saturday and Sunday.
Hotel accommodations are pending.

For further information, contact
Bob Cretney at (214) 725-6584 or via

email at bob.cretney@lecwireless.com.

EUROPEAN TRIBE

October 5-9, 2017
European Tribe Fly-In
Bled, Slovenia

REGIONAL TRIBE ORGANIZATION

Australia Tribe AU
European Tribe EU
South Africa Tribe SA

Eastem Canada Tribe EC
io, Quebec, New Brunswick, Nova Scotia, Prince Edward Island, Newfoundland

Westem Canada Tribe WC
British Columbia, Alberta, Saskatchewan, Manitoba, Yukon, Northwest Territories
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Hotel: Grand Hotel Union - Ljubljana,
Slovenia

The hotel should be booked indi-
vidually as soon as possible.

Contact for booking is as follows:

Marijana Kuhelj
Marijana.kuhelj@union-hotels.eu
Phone: +386 1 308 1071

Fax: +386 1 308 1908

For preferred rates, please mention
“ICS Pilot Group” when booking.

Double-room rate (Oct. 5-9) is Euros
1,120 which includes B&B, Wi-Fi, use of
swimming pool and gym, plus Welcome
dinner on Oct. 5 and Farewell dinner
on Oct. 8.

Single room cost is Euros 920 for
the four nights with the same condi-
tions as above.

NOTE: A total of 20 hotel rooms
have been blocked until the end of
August. All rooms should be booked
by then (at the very latest) to guarantee
a place which is limited to 40 max.

Program:

Thursday, October 5 — For those
flying their own aircraft into Bled,
arrival should be by 16.00 or earlier.
There will be drinks and snacks avail-
able until leaving around 5 pm by coach
for Ljubljana centre and hotel.

There are also scheduled flights to
Ljubljana by Easyjet and Adria Airways
from the UK and most other major
airports in Europe. Those flying their
own planes from the UK should clear
customs in an EU airport en route;
immigration and customs are not nec-
essary in Slovenia. Airstrip is sealed
runway 1100 meters. No instrument
approach is available but cloud break,
if needed, can be made at nearby main
airport.

Those arriving via a scheduled flight
should make their way to the hotel via
bus or Taxi from the main airport about
15 minutes out of town.

This evening we will all meet at the
bar for drinks and a three-course dinner
at the hotel.
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DATE TRIBE EVENT/LOCATION

INFO SOURCE/HOST

Sep 16 MS
Keeter Center at College
of the Ozarks — 11:30 am
M. Graham Clark Downtown
Airport, Branson, MO (KPLK)

Lunch/Museum Fly-In
Village Tavern

William T. Piper
Memorial Airport
Lock Haven, PA (LHV)

Sep16(17)  NE

Oct 5-9 EU  European Tribe Fly-In
Bled, Slovenia
Oct 14 MS  BBQ Dinner Fly-In —

5:00 pm, Cook Airfield
Rose Hill, KS (K50)

Oct 14 (15%) NE  Lunch Fly-In
Fiorertino’s
Lancaster Airport
Lancaster, PA (LNS)

Oct 20-22 SC  Comanche Specific Training
Lancaster, Texas
Oct 21 MS  Lunch Fly-In

High Flyer Grille — 11:30 am
Alton, lllinois (KALN)

Lunch Fly-In

Arena’s at the Airport
Delaware Coastal Airport
Georgetown, DE (GED)

Novii (129  NE

Landing Restaurant — 10:30 am

For restaurant count, RSVP Doug Linville,
61comanche@earthlink.net

Ron and Lynn Ward
ronandlynn33@gmail.com

Register at: hitp://www.quietcornerbands.org/
Forms/ICS-NE Flyin RegForm.htm

Jeff Hutchinson
hutchinson48@gmail.com

For parking purposes, RSVP: Steve Logue
smsgt2000@msn.com

Four Comanches on field

Camp out or Hampton Inn in Derby, KS

Ron and Lynn Ward
ronandlynn33@gmail.com

Register at: http://www.quietcornerbands.org/
Forms/ICS-NE Flyin RegForm.htm

Bob Cretney, (214) 725-6584
bob.cretney@lecwireless.com

For restaurant count, RSVP: Pat Donovan
pa24pilot@centurylink.com

Ron and Lynn Ward
ronandlynn33@gmail.com

Register at: http://www.quietcornerbands.org/
Forms/ICS-NE Flyin RegForm.htm

For restaurant count, RSVP: Sarah McKinley
flyingmacs@aol.com

Nov 12 MS  Lunch Fly-In
Nick’s Family Restaurant —11:00 am
Jefferson City Memorial Airport
Jefferson City, MO (KJEF)

Dec 2 MS  Breakfast/Lunch Fly-In

Billard Airport Restaurant — 10:00 am
Philip Billard Municipal Airport

Topeka, Kansas (KTOP)

* Indicates rain day will be the following day.

For restaurant count, RSVP: Sarah McKinley
flyingmacs@aol.com

** At these fly-ins we will attempt to set up Young Eagles Flights with the local EAA chapters. All attending Comanche pilots are

encouraged to participate.

Friday, October 6 — Coach from
hotel around 9 am to Bled Castle and
Lake Bled; followed by a visit to Bohinj
Lake and lift to Vogel at the top of the
mountains for more sightseeing and a
light lunch before returning to the hotel
around 4 pm. Friday evening we take a

short walk through the town centre to

a restaurant for a typical local dinner
and drinks.

Saturday, October 7 — Coach at
9 am to Postanja Caves, the largest
of their kind in Europe. Cave tour is
by special open train. After the caves,
we will visit a nearby castle unique

to the region. On the way home, we

Editor’s Note: Tribe Chiefs and Fly-In Coordinators,
remember to send in your calendar of fly-ins and more
detailed information, as it becomes available, so it can

be published in the Flyer.
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®
High Duration Oxygen Systems

Don’t leave Earth without it.

24 Massks and Cannulas
L] Portable Systems
24 Built-In Systems
Retrofit Kits
Emergency Systems
Parts & Accessories

\ iy
Celebrating

30 YEARS

as the

WORLD LEADER

In High-Duration Oxygen Systems

Phone (800) 237-6902 » www.aerox.com

A anche
" ear
SPECIALTY MANUALS
AVAILABLE:

1000-HOUR GEAR
INSPECTION

CONDUIT INSTALLATION

Let’s Keep 'em
Flying!

Scan for YouTube video of
landing gear transmission

www.comanchegear.com
877-593-6944 Toll-Free
239-404-7524 Cell
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SOFT, SUPPLE
LEATHER COVERS

FOR YOUR CONTROL YOKE !

s s
(BEFORE)

=

These elegant covers, with or without

push-to-talks built into the leather are

PILOT INSTALLABLE - NO LACING.

Velcro “zipper” makes installation fast
and easy.

FREE INFORMATION
CALL TOLL-FREE

1-800-634-0094

WARREN GREGOIRE & ASSOCIATES LLC
3400 Mt. Diablo Blvd., Lafayette, CA 94549
Voice 510-282-9300, Fax 510-597-0421
warrengregoire@hotmail.com
Website: www.warrengregoire.com

f
,*. IT'S LIKE BUYING
FUEL AT A DISGOUNT
NO MATTER WHERE
You Go I
NOZZLES NOW
i AVAILABLE FOR MOST:

= CONTINENTAL
AND LYCOMING ENGINES!

GAMIjectors ™

And

turboGAMIjectors ™

Performance Fuel Injection
* Kk Kk Kk K
—BALANCED—
FUEL/AIR RATIOS
YOUR ENGINE
WILL SIMPLY RUN
— BETTER—

FOR INFO CALL TOLL-FREE

888-FLY-GAMI
(888-359-4264)

PHONE: 580-436-4833
FAX: 580-436-6622

OR VISIT US ON THE WEB:

WWW.GAMI.COM

\
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plan on stopping in Bistra to visit the
Technical Museum of Slovenia which,
in fact,is situated in beautiful grounds
and features many cars, motorcycles,
and other “gifts” given to General Tito
at the time he ruled all the Bulkan

countries before his death.

Saturday Evening is the Gala Dinner
at the renowned five-star JB Restaurant,
a short walk from the hotel.

Sunday, October 8 - Walk to a
nearby Antique market and to the
centre of town to explore the buildings
and shops. There is also a unique food
market with stands preparing differ-
ent foods from around the world with
all dishes set at Euro 5 per person. A
great place for a light (or heavy lunch)
surrounded by good pubs and lots to
see. Sunday afternoon there is the pos-
sibility to visit the fantastic castle that
overlooks the entire city; then take in
a guided tour of the history of the city
and castle before returning to the hotel
for a group farewell dinner. Or for those
that prefer, they can make their own
arrangements in one of the many local

restaurants.

Monday, October 9 — Coach to Bled
Airport and departure. I will check that
fuel is available at Bled, which is the

best place to refuel in the area.
IMPORTANT:

Please confirm your attendance
and numbers when booking the hotel,
and contact me at Hutchinson48@
gmail.com if you have any questions.
When the dinners, tours, coaches,
and numbers, etc., have been final-
ised, I will advise any changes and
the additional cost per head, which
should then be sent directly to Peter

Greenyer, as usual.

Looking forward to catching up
again!

Best regards,

Jeff Hutchinson
Cell: +33 6311 85786

Hutchinson48@gmail.com

NORTHEAST TRIBE
Lunch Fly-Ins

September 16, 2017
Lunch/Museum Fly-In
Village Tavern
William T. Piper
Memorial Airport
Lock Haven, PA (LHV)

William Piper Memorial field (LHV)
is the home of the Comanche. Come
and visit the Museum to see where our
aircraft were built and enjoy a fine
luncheon.

October 14, 2017
Lunch Fly-In
Fiorentino’s Restaurant,
Bar & Patio

Lancaster Airport
Lancaster, PA (LNS)

Lancaster (LNS) is a towered field
in the heart of Pennsylvania Dutch
country, with Florentino’s excellent
Italian restaurant.

November 11, 2017
Lunch Fly-In
Arena’s at the Airport

Delaware Coastal Airport
Georgetown, DE (GED)

Once again we return to Coastal
Delaware (GED), a popular location
near the Atlantic coast. Arena’s at the
Airport restaurant is in the FBO. While
at GED, visit the Delaware Aviation
Museum and see the B-25 “Panchito”
up close and personal.

** At these fly-ins we will attempt to set
up Young Eagles Flights with the local
EAA chapters. All attending Comanche
pilots are encouraged to participate.

SOUTH CENTRAL TRIBE

Weekend or Saturday Lunch
Fly-Ins

One of the most enjoyable aspects
of owning and flying your Comanche is
the ability to travel to Comanche func-
tions and experience the camaraderie
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and knowledge of other owners. Some
events are purely social, others include
seminars (mostly technical and/or
knowledge-based), and the remain-
ing are a combination of both with
attractions for the entire family. If it is
difficult for you to attend a full weekend
fly-in, you may find a Saturday lunch
gathering with that same Comanche
camaraderie of sharing flying stories,
hangar talk, and lunch more to your
liking. Make plans to attend as many of
these events as you can. Whether your
own Tribe or any of the other Tribes is
hosting it, you are welcome to attend.
The friendships you will make at these
events will be lasting memories. And
if you have a favorite destination in
your region, think about hosting one
of these events yourself. If not in your
region, just contact the fly-in coor-
dinator in that particular region and
discuss it with him/her. Should you
need a little help getting started and/

or tips on organizing either type of fly-
in, please contact Bruce Thumann at
bruce@contractbuilderssupply.com
or (713) 875-3056.

Tribe Email Updates

If you are not receiving the South
Central Tribe’s Fly-In and/or Tribe-
specific email notices and would like
to, please email Bruce Thumann at
bruce@contractbuilderssupply.com.
He will make sure to amend the SC
Tribe email list to include your address.
Most updates will be for upcoming
events that will also be located in the
ICS National Newsletter. Some, how-
ever, may be important last-minute
details not appropriate for the National
Newsletter.

SOUTHEAST TRIBE

South Carolina
Breakfast Club

This is still a great low-commit-
ment fly-in. We will continue to join
the South Carolina Breakfast Club (for
breakfast) on occasion. The meal is
about $7.00—this is a well-organized
event. If you have not been to one give
ita try, they are a lot of fun. Here is the
link: http:/aoww. flyscbe.com. Hope to

see you there.

Phillip Hobbs

ICS SE Tribe Chief

Matthews, NC

(704) 651-9417
Phobbs1@carolina.rr.com €

PILOT'S OPERATING HANDBOOK
AND FAA APPROVED
AIRPLANE FLIGHT MANUAL

“Formerly Published And Produced by the late Douglas L. Killough”

HE
COMANCH
) SOCIET I

Piper Aircraft ceased production of the Comanche and Twin Comanche in 1972,
several years before the General Aviation Manufacturers Association (GAMA)
established specifications for the contemporary Pilot’s Operating Handbook (POH).
As a result, the Owner’s Handbook published by Piper is incomplete by modern
standards. Now available EXCLUSIVELY from the INTERNATIONAL COMANCHE
SOCIETY, INC., through it’s licensed agents, is the upgraded Pilot’s Operating
Handbook and FAA approved GAMA format Airplane Flight Manual.

Discounted to current ICS members at $75.00 each, plus shipping (must

ask for ICS member discount and provide ICS membership number when

placing order).

There are SIXTEEN different GAMA format manuals available for the
Piper Single and Twin Comanche. Available only through Webco
Aircraft at 316-283-7929 or www.webcoaircraft.com. Available

Bound or Unbound/Un-punched.

TO ORDER CALL WEBCO AIRCRAFT AT 316-283-7929 OR
WWW.WEBCOAIRCRAFT.COM. Specify “Bound” or “Unbound/Un-punched.”
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From the Comanche Website Maintenance Forum

'm having a GTX 345 (with WAAS)
transponder installed. 1 plan
on using it in conjunction with

ForeFlight on a new (9.7" screen) iPad.
I've heard of people mounting the iPad
on the yoke or window. Others keep
it on their laps. I'd like to hear from
members about their personal experi-
ences and recommendations regarding
the various options as to where to best
place the iPad. I'm trying not to re-

invent the wheel.

Thanks in advance.
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We mount our iPad mini on the yoke
where it is part of our scan. You have
to be careful it is centered left/right or
it will create a turning tendency.

A bigger iPad would seem too big
on the yoke IMHO.

I have my iPad mini mounted on
the yoke using what I would call the
RAM gripping plate. I feel that the parts
built by RAM to adapt the plate to the
yoke tube result in a very clunky setup
so I built my own. My design is pretty
simple for anyone with basic workshop
skills and equipment. A bit difficult to

describe but I have photos and a detailed
explanation that I will be pleased to

share with you via email.

Send me your email address and I
will get the info to you within the next

few days.

Thanks for the responses so far.
I ordered the 9.7-inch iPad. It’s a bit
bigger than a mini (7.9 inch), but
smaller than the full sized iPad (12.9
inch). Do you think the 9.7-inch ver-

sion is too large for a yoke?
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I would not want anything much
larger than the iPad mini, but I have not
seen the 9.7" iPad to make a judgment.

If you do not have the iPad in hand
yet, cut a cardboard template to hold in
front of your yoke to help you decide.

FWIW, we ordered a RAM mount
with the Bonanza yoke adapter. I have
also used the RAM suction mount with
a full-size iPad at work. It was a much
larger cockpit, so I can’t comment on
fit for the Comanche. I can say the
suction mounts are finicky.

I'm also considering a iPad mini
to use on the yoke as a backup. I fly
with my regular size iPad but find
it too big, and it usually sits on my
wife’s lap. My question to you is since
I already have a 480 WASS GPS cou-
pled with an MXD200 I already get all
the traffic and weather I need. What
does one need with a mini to just run
ForeFlight? External power hook up,
plug in antenna®? Thanks.

I am a bit puzzled. You say you want
the iPad for a backup, but then say
you have everything you need on your
primaries. To me, a backup is there in
case you lose the primaries. I think you
need to ask yourself what you want to
back up to help make a decision.

As far as what you need to use
Foreflight on an iPad, it depends on
which model you purchased. If the iPad
you purchased has cellular, its built-in
GPS will provide you with reasonable
accuracy in flight with no need for an
external GPS or antenna. If the iPad
you purchased has Wi-Fi only (read
no cellular capabilities), you will need
an external GPS such as the Stratus,
Stratux, or Bad Elf to provide the iPad
with position information. To see
ADS-B In information, something has
to provide that to the iPad via Bluetooth
or Wi-Fi. Bluetooth will only connect
to one device, while Wi-Fi will connect
to multiple devices. Which GPS you
choose depends on how much backup
you desire, and how many devices will
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Flat Rate Annuals - Structural Repairs - Modifications

Expert Glass Replacement - Engine Overhauls

mHICTAT L0 |
L2 7/ A I?CIIV

e Offering Pre-purchase Evaluations in our shop or at aircraft location e
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use the output, as some now provide
ADS-B In as well as GPS position.

Whether you also need power for
the iPad depends on how you will use
it. It sounds like you would only use it
as a backup, so most likely it would be
asleep until needed. In that case, the
iPad’s battery should be sufficient. If
you use it continuously, a panel mount
USB charger or a charging brick (spare
battery to charge the iPad) would be
needed for longer flights. We started
with the brick and added panel mount
chargers when we added ADS-B Out.

For our aircraft, we have a GNC-
300XL, an IFR GPS/comm. It has no
VHF nav, so it is for non-precision
GPS approaches only and has a small,
black-on-green moving map display but
no way to display Wx or traffic. The
moving map is very small and difficult
to use in flight. We use the iPad to pro-
vide a more usable moving map display.
We use the Bluetooth output from our

GTX-345 WAAS to display ADS-B In
info such as traffic and Wx on the iPad.
The GTX-345 also has an AHRS, so
we can use the horizon and synthetic
features in Foreflight for added situ-
ational awareness. Also, we do fly IFR
and can use it in an emergency to help
recognize a vacuum failure and then
clean side up.

To back up the GTX-345 ADS-B In
information, we also have a Stratus 2. It
has the same GPS, ADS-B In, and AHRS
as the GTX-345 providing backup for
all the GTX-345 functions except the
Mode-S transponder.

We have a Mid-Continent MD-93
digital clock with two USB ports on the
left side of the panel for charging the
iPad and Stratus because we usually
are running both constantly. We also
replaced the cigarette lighter on the
right side of the panel with a power
port to add two more USB chargers (my
partner and I both have iPad minis). If

we fly together, we like to follow along
with our own iPad from the right seat.
We can also keep a phone charged. The
fact that there are two USB ports on the
left and right sides of the panel reduces
the tangle of wires as well.

Hope that helps.

Thank you for all the responses. I'll
try to mount it on the yoke.

I have found the Pivot mount system
to be much more stable than the Ram
mounts (doesn’t fall off the window at
9000"). T have gone to this and have my
iPad mini mounted on the pilot’s side
“A” pillar with the suction cup on the
windshield in front of the A pillar, and
the mount plate is set so the iPad then
slides in from the right and sits with its
back to the pillar trim.
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I decided to buy three RAM com-
ponents on Amazon and see how it
would fit on the yoke of my friend’s
Comanche since mine is out-of-state
getting an engine overhaul. The result
doesn’t interfere with yoke movement,
and I can see all the instruments. It’s a
bit large, but definitely seems workable
(new 2017 iPad with 9.7-inch screen).

Thanks for the Pivot System idea. I
have never seen the Pivot before. T am
using a RAM mount on the yoke of my
PA30, but I will get the Pivot and clamp
the Pivot mounting ball in the RAM.

The pivot suction cup mounts are
WAY, WAY, WAY SUPERIOR to the
Ram mounts. The Pivot cases are nice
and user-friendly with their universal
mounting plate, so that is certainly a
step up (Yes, I bought a new iPad after I
set it on the wing naked and it jumped
down to the floor, so the requirement
to not remove the case is very nice!).
We use the Pivot mounts exclusively
at the airline now.

I use an iPad mini with Garmin
Pilot. I have a kneeboard style case
that straps it to my leg. My “mini” is
the version with Cellular, so it also
has GPS built-in. I have the Garmin
Flight Stream 210 that connects the
iPad mini to the panel via Bluetooth
and provides AHRS data to Garmin
Pilot for Synthetic Vision.

The iPad with Garmin Pilot is great
for flight planning and filing, and amaz-
ing situational awareness. I used to
clip my Jeppesen approach plates to
the yoke, and I thought I would need
the iPad mounted on the yoke as well
when flying IFR, but it has not been
an issue. A glance down at the knee is
all it takes, and I don’t have the panel
view blocked.

Ilike the ADS-B data feeding to the
iPad with traffic and weather from the
Flight Stream 210, and easy transfer
of flight plans and re-routes to/from
the panel.

The bad thing is when I exit the
plane, I take the iPad and set it on the
wing while I tie down and unload. Three
times over the past year I have had calls
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from FBOs telling me they found my
iPad. It’s a good thing there are so many
nice and honest folks out there!

These postings are provided for
informational purposes only. The
views expressed in these postings
represent the opinions of individual
Comanche owners and have not
been wvetted by the ICS technical
committee.

As a responsible pilot and aircraft
owner, you should always seek advice
from an experienced, trusted source,
such as your A&P or CFF-trained CFI,
before applying any of the techniques
or recommendations presented in

these postings.
The postings are printed as they
appeared. Due to space consider-

ations, sometimes only selected posts

have been published.
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Pre-buy Inspection

by Lew Garrison

uying a used airplane is always

a bit nerve-wracking, espe-

cially with airplanes as old as
all Comanches are today. Should you
do a pre-buy inspection? If so what
should it encompass? Some A&Ps will
tell you that a Pre-Buy can’t be called
an inspection because the FAA has
specific definitions for “inspections.”
Semantics aside, let’s look at the ben-
efits and value, real and perceived, of
the Pre-Buy Inspection, Survey, or
whatever you prefer.

All the aviation “experts” will advise
any prospective buyer to have a pre-buy
inspection. This is considered your “due
diligence.” So what’s involved in a good
pre-buy inspection? In my experience,
there are two types of inspections done,
based on what the buyer desires. The
first is simply a basic look-see at the
aircraft. This can usually be completed
in less than a day. Most of the time is
spent with the logbooks to see if they
are in order and all applicable airwor-
thiness directives have been complied
with. If that goes well, the inspector will
evaluate the airplane with a quick once
over. Normally the A&P will be looking
for damage history that may not have
been documented, leaking fluids, basic
functionality of flight critical compo-
nents, and usually a compression test.
This will give the buyer some peace of
mind that the airplane is probably fit to
fly, but not much else. Depending on the
number of man-hours used (most of it
will probably be with the logbooks), this
should run between $300-8500.

The more comprehensive pre-buy
inspection is quite similar to a mini
annual inspection. If this is what the
buyer desires, he or she should expect
more commitment both of time and
finances. Allow at least one and a half
to two full days to accomplish this
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inspection. What comprises this type
of pre-buy inspection?

Again, a logbook review. They will
make sure all ADs are complied with as
well as if service bulletins were done (not
mandatory). Beyond that don’t expect a
lot of useful information from the logs.
Keep in mind that some of it may simply
be “pencil whipped.” In other words,
the logs may show maintenance that
was either not done or done in such
a perfunctory manner that it didn’t
accomplish much. There will almost
certainly be a lot of maintenance and
repair done, but not logged. Realize, also,
that the AD compliance listing may have
been done the same way. A lot can be
gleaned by the way the airplane looks.
Virtually every airplane with the age of
our Comanches will have had unlogged
maintenance performed. This is espe-
cially true of damage history. Many
owners try very hard not to have damage
history recorded in the logbooks. Just
accept that fact and don’t get hung up
with the legality of it. Use your eyes.
If it were damaged, it would probably
have some signs of uneven rivet rows
or an occasional poorly driven rivet.
Uneven sheet metal joints are another
clue. Well repaired damage history, how-
ever, should not make you walk away
from the airplane.

Consider the engine. What is the
time since a major overhaul? If it’s over
1600 hours, I would immediately plan
on an immediate overhaul. Budget and
negotiate accordingly, and consider any
time you get out of the current engine
a bonus. This is not to imply that a lot
of Lycoming engines won’t make over
1600 hours. My thinking here is simply
that an airplane for sale with an engine
over 1600 hours may have given a strong
indication of an upcoming engine issue
and the current owner does not want to

be burdened with the expense. It may
not be this way, but I would budget for it
nevertheless. There is a good school-of-
thought that the best way to buy a used
aircraft is with a run-out engine(s) and
purchase knowing you will have to pay
for an overhauled or rebuilt engine. Due
to the high cost of an overhaul, this can
make some run-out Comanches almost
devoid of value, depending on the condi-
tion of the airframe and avionics. Check
oil change intervals and, if available,
oil analysis. Do a compression check,
but don’t rule out an otherwise good
engine for a reading of 64/80. Even if the
cylinder is bad (and I wouldn’t assume
that from one compression test), that
is not an overly expensive fix. Look for
excessive oil leaks, remembering that
most of these engines leak or throw out
some oil. Check the prop logs for AD
compliance. Propellers are expensive
to repair or replace.

Check the avionics. Usually, if an
airplane is for sale, it will have older
avionics. That is not necessarily a bad
thing. Just realize that if you want more
“slass,” you'll have to budget for that in
the future. Make sure all the installed
avionics work. Also, note that some air-
planes may have more or less useless
avionics like ADF receivers or DME.
If something doesn’t work, be mindful
that avionics repairs or replacements
are usually quite expensive. It is also
very possible that some non-functional
avionics will not be repairable. Another
consideration is whether the airplane
is ADS-B “out” equipped. Some ADS-B
installations including “in” and “out”
cost over $8000. After January 1, 2020,
an airplane such as a Comanche will
have very little usefulness without, at
least, ADS-B “out.” It is quite easy to
spend more on avionics than the air-
frame is valued at.
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The only area left is the airframe.
Comanches rarely have corrosion
issues, but it should be examined to
make sure. Check the fuel bladders to
see if they are cracked/cracking any-
where, but particularly the top of the
bladders if they weren’t kept full. Look
for blue stains under the wings and/or a
strong fuel odor in the cabin (the odor
works its way through wing roots into
the cabin). These are somewhat expen-
sive to replace. Pay close attention to the
landing gear. Check its function in flight
and have someone who understands
how it retracts and extends observe it
on the ground. While Comanche landing
gear is simple and durable, it is widely
misunderstood and can be very expen-
sive to repair/replace. Tires and tubes
are easy and inexpensive to replace.

While not completely comprehen-
sive, as you can see, the second type
of pre-buy is almost as complete as an
annual inspection. Expect to pay $500-
8600 for the inspection only. In most
cases you might just want to schedule an
annual inspection in place of the com-
prehensive pre-buy. Just remember, this
is just an inspection, not a repair order.

Let’s discuss a realistic report from
the mechanic performing a relatively
comprehensive pre-buy inspection on
a single:

e Airframe time: 3980 hours, Engine
time: 3980 hours, TSMOIH: 840
hours

¢ Engine compressions as follows:
67/80, 72/80, 70/80, 65/80, 74/80,
70/80.

¢ Borescope inspection acceptable,
no observed cracks or distressed
valves.

e Mags checked only on run up
and in-flight, no discrepancies
observed.

¢ Qil screens and filter clean with
only minor carbon and very small
amount of non-ferrous metal in
filter.

e Spark plugs in acceptable condi-
tion. Bottom plugs all have small
amount of oil.

e Carburetor air box not removed, but
shaft seems solid and functional.

¢ Landing gear works smoothly on
retraction test.
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Wiring shows some wear and
cracks in insulation, but switches
all functional.

Gear wobble test does not seem to
show excessive bushing wear.
Flight test did not show excessive
amp draw on either retraction or
extension.

Brakes/tires show wear but are
acceptable.

Tail and trim are solid. Cables
look acceptable. Hinges not worn
beyond expected.

Battery old and shows some corro-
sion. Not dated nor entered in logs.
Battery box not corroded, but
shows wear and needs new interior
paint.

Paint and interior are worn, but not

worn out. Carpet needs replacing.

¢ Fuel odor noted in cabin.

e Avionics late 1990s-2000s vintage,
but all functional. No “glass.”

¢ ADS-B “in” only via portable unit.

As a prospective Comanche owner,
assuming the price is within budget,
what would your opinion of this airplane
be? Now comes the time for the prospec-
tive buyer to use good judgment.

In my opinion, assuming a reason-
able price, this is a solid airplane. It will
need some work, but nothing that would
preclude a transaction.

e Compressions are acceptable. 1
would not balk at a couple of com-
pressions in the 60s.

e The magnetos are an unknown, but
seem to be acceptable. If purchaser
or seller will pay for an annual
inspection, this can be determined.

Scab patch noted on left wing.

Everything worked during the test
flight, but avionics are dated.
Flight test shows a small amount
of oil spots on windshield.
Logbook review shows all ADs com-
plied with.

Landing gear (bungee) AD coming
due next year.

Stabilator horn AD not complied
with yet.

Logbooks do not contain infor-
mation about a few noted
modifications.

No information about installed
front seat shoulder harnesses.

No information about scab patch
on left wing.

Upper door latch has been modi-
fied, but not as a Cherokee door
latch.

¢ The oil filter/screen contents are
normal. A very small amount of
metal usually means nothing.

e Bottom spark plugs usually have
some oil contamination.

e (Carburetor airbox is another sup-
position but should be evaluated
at annual inspection.

¢ Landing gear seems solid. Go-NoGo
gauges need to be used to deter-
mine amount of bushing wear.

e (Cracked wiring insulation needs
to be replaced but is functional at
present.

¢ The in-flight retraction/extension
test indicates the conduit is in
decent condition, but that is not
a definitive test.

¢ The battery box is airworthy but
will require future work.
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e The scab patch looks airworthy
but will require a logbook entry to
make legal.

¢ The oil spots could be from a seri-
ous oil leak, but none were noted
on engine inspection.

e Current owner explains that prop
was recently lubricated and might
be leaking a bit.

¢ Stabilator horn AD will be an antici-
pated expense.

e TFuel odor in cabin is almost
expected in Comanches. Fuel
bladders probably need to be recon-
ditioned or replaced.

¢ The non-logged mods need to be
cleared up; this will take time and
expense.

e The airplane’s avionics are suit-
able and legal for both VFR and
IFR. New owner’s desires may cost
substantial money (probably more
than if he/she found an airplane
already converted to a glass panel).

¢ Plan on the expense of equipping
for ADS-B “out” mandate.

Now comes the question: Was the
information obtained worth the expense,
in other words, value? This entirely
depends on two things: 1) The Comanche
expertise of the A&P and, 2) the sound
judgment of the buyer. If the A&P has
limited experience with Comanches,
the value will be almost nil (in my opin-
ion). Any mechanic not familiar with the
Comanche gear system will not be of any
help in evaluating the condition, mainly
due to the electric motor/transmission,
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the conduits and bungee/bushing AD. 1
have seen many a reasonable deal scut-
tled by very skittish buyers combined
with A&Ps who, while knowledgeable in
general, have no clue about Comanches.
I've seen excellent airplanes blackballed
because of a tiny spattering of oil on
the windshield, a completely legal scab
patch, the bungee system in the gear, the
misalignment of the upper door latch,
and incomplete documentation of the
shoulder harnesses.

At some point, both the prospective
buyer and the inspecting A&P must trust
their instinct. When I walk up to an
airplane for the first time, I always get
an instinctive feeling as to how well the
airplane was taken care of. If it looks
considerably ratty, it probably is—real-
ize that I'm not just referring to the
paint job. Has the airplane been sitting
in the weather and is oxidized? Do the
tires look aired up and the tread is a
solid black color as if it had rolled on
a paved surface recently? Are the gear
struts shiny and have a bit of moisture
(4606) on them, to indicate movement?
If I had a “good feeling” about the air-
plane at first glance, my inclination
would be to do the less comprehensive
inspection, and if major discrepancies
are found, either walk away or get an
annual inspection done.

My final recommendation would be
to get a mechanic that is very familiar
with Comanches, or whatever type air-
craft you are considering, and pay them
a reasonable fee for a limited inspection
and take everything they say with a

grain of salt. Remember, very few A&Ps
will give a straight “buy” recommen-
dation. Due to liability issues, there is
almost no benefit from telling a buyer
to buy, but a great benefit from this
perspective to urge great caution. Calling
out even minor deficiencies is a method
to limit liability.

Bottom line, is the pre-buy inspec-
tion worth the cost? I have to admit that
I feel in most cases it may not be. I also
admit that I would almost never recom-
mend purchasing an airplane I wasn’t
familiar with without a Pre-Buy. Why
the apparent disconnect? Most buyers,
including myself, would feel as if they
didn’t do their required due-diligence
without one, even while realizing their
limited value.

The prospective buyer must use all
of his/her good judgment in evaluat-
ing the inspection report. Remember
that Comanches are all very old now,
and almost all will have undocumented
repairs and modifications. Can you get
these logged properly? If you can’t, were
the issues completed efficiently and
you can live with them? Do you have
some funds after purchase set aside to
deal with the inevitable squawks and
paperwork issues? And finally, is the
prospective buyer enthusiastic about the
airplane? They need to be because with
these older aircraft there will inevitably
be problems discovered after purchase.
Expect them and be patient. e~
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h)twe and Linda Fitsgerald saying ‘hi’
during the North Central Tribe dinner.

Enjoying the Welcome Reception in Eliot’s Living Room.

I'.._ S Hs
Gary & Michele Erwin along with Kate Burrows.
T
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At last, the Awards Banquet is underway.



CLASSIFIEDS

(Two issue minimum)

25 Words: $25.00/2 issues

No charge for photos

Extra Words: $0.50/word

Payment must accompany advertisement order.

All advertising must be received by the ICS in writing
(mail, fax, or e-mail) five weeks prior to the desired
month of publication. Payment must accompany
advertisement order.

Renewals may be made by telephone, but initial
ad must be in writing.

The publisher makes no warranties as to the
veracity or accuracy of the information provided by
the advertiser. The publisher is under no obligation to
accept any or all advertisements.

International Comanche Society
Trading Post & Classified Advertising
Contact: Betsy Beaudoin
2779 Aero Park Drive
Traverse City, Ml 49686
Phone: (800) 773-7798
Fax: (231) 946-9588
E-mail: betsybeaudoin@villagepress.com

AIRGRAFT WANTED

COMANCHES WANTED: ALL MODELS, runouts OK,
needing P&l/Radio upgrades OK, fast discriminate
transaction on your ramp. 20 years' experience/references.
Call Jim (760) 803-3093. avioc@yahoo.com. 2/2

WANTED

WANTED: Looking for set of original curtains in decent
condition for a 1965/or 5-window Comanche (single
or twin, makes no difference). My 1965 Comanche is
getting a total makeover and would like to give the
interior shop a set of curtains to use as a template for
the originals. | only need them for a template and to
serve as a reference for the shop, so perfect condition
not necessary. Contact Scott: 619-573-5320 or email:
flyerNSD@aol.com 1/2

GOMANGHES FOR SALE

PA30/39

PA24-260

1965 Comanche PA24 260 TT 2600-SMOH 220.
LoPresti & K2u speed mods.3 point strobes & rotating
beacon. Gami injectors. Have owned for 33 years.
$58,000 phone 503-631-3117 212

1971 PA-39 Twin Comanche N8938Y 2890 TT 220
SMOH 220 SPOH NDH No Hail, Always Hangared, All
Logs, Fresh Annual $129,500 Jim 253-468-3687.
Pictures: https://flickr.com/photos/114742888@N06/
sets/72157657645441996 2/2

Fax: (231) 946-9588, or E-mail:

hetsyheaudoin@villagepress.com
Trading Post is a non-commercial, member to member
service provided free of charge, one time per member, per
year. The sale of aircraft is not permitted in the Trading Post.

e Ads must be submitted in writing only
(fax or E-mail OK).

¢ Free ads may not be placed by phone.
e First 25 words are free.
o Extra words are $0.40 per word.

Chris Crisman/TNC/LightHawk

Had Enough $100 Hamburgers?
Fly to help land, water and wildlife

LiGHT,

@ Learn more at
www.lighthawk.org/volunteer

+
AWK

CONSERVATION FLYING
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PLAGING AN AD?

Use this list as a guideline for the information you may
want to provide and the order in which to do so.

* YEAR,
o MODEL,

« SERIAL NUMBER,

« N-NUMBER,

« TOTAL AIRFRAME TIME,

« AIRFRAME DAMAGE HISTORY,

* TOTAL ENGINE TIME,

o ENGINE TIME SINCE TOP OR MAJOR OVERHAUL
« PROPELLER TIME,

o ANNUAL INSPECTION DATE

o FLIGHT INSTRUMENTS,

o RADIO / NAVIGATION EQUIPMENT LISTING,

e WEATHER ADVOIDANCE EQUIPMENT,
e SPECIAL EQUIPMENT LISTING,

e AUTOPILOT,

¢ INTERCOM

* INTERIOR CONDITION & NUMBER OF SEATS
o EXTERIOR MODIFICATIONS,

* PAINT CONDITION

o HANGERED OR TIED DOWN

e AD NOTE COMPLIANCE

e GENERAL COMMENTS

¢ ASKING PRICE

e CONTACT PHONE NUMBER

¢ CONTACT E-MAIL

AC Air Conditioning F/D Flight Director
AD’s  Airworthiness Directives FGP Full Gyro Panel
ADF Automatic Direction Finder FWF Firewall Forward
AH Artificial Horizon GPS Global Positioning System
A&P  Airframe & Powerplant G/S Glide Slope

Mechanic GSP  Ground Service Plug
Al Aircraft Inspector H/P Heated Pitot
AP Audio Panel HP Horsepower
AP Autopilot HSI Horizontal Situation Indicator
CDI Course Deviation Indicator IFR Instrument Flight Rules
CHT  Cylinder Head Temperature IMC  Instrument Meteorological
COM  Communication Conditions
C/R Counter Rotating ILS Instrument Landing System
C/T Carburetor Temperature LE Left Engine
DF Direction Finder LOC Localizer (Runway Centerline
DG Directional Gyro Guidance)

DME  Distance Measuring Equipment ~ LORAN  Long Range Navigation System

EFIS  Electronic Flight Instrument M/B Marker Beacon
System MDH  Major Damage History
EGT Exhaust Gas Temperature NDH  No Damage History
ELT Emergency Locator NM Nautical Miles
Transmitter NAV  Navigation Radio Receiver
E/P External Power Plug OAT  Outside Air Temperature

SEPTEMBER 2017

OH
PET
RB
R/C
RE

RG
RNAV
SB’s
SCMOH
SFN
SFRM
SMOH

SIN
SPOH
STOH
TBO

TTAE

TTSN
XPDR

Overhaul

Piper Electric Trim
Rotating Beacon

Rate of Climb

Right Engine

Retractable Landing Gear
Area Navigation

Service Bulletins

Since Chrome Major Overhaul
Since Factory New

Since Factory Remanufacture
Since Major Overhaul
Since Overhaul

Serial Number

Since Propeller Overhaul
Since Top Overhaul

Time Between Overhauls
Total Time

Total Time Airframe and
Engine

Total Time Since New
Transponder

ADVERTISING INDEX

Aerotech Publications.................... 39
Aerox (Shaw Aerox LLC) .............. 35
Air Parts of Lock Haven................. 33
Aircraft Specialties Services........... 13
Aircraft Spruce ..........c.ccooeeveenenn... 48
Alpha Aviation.............c.cccoeeveeeenn.. 11

Aviation West Insurance Broker ...48

Clfton A€ro ......ccvevveeevveiireieriiennns 39
Comanche Flyer Foundation......... 12
Comanche Gear ...........cccceoeveneenee. 35

Comanche Pilot Training Program......

.............................. Inside Front Cover
Degroff Aviation Modifications......... 33
Factory Direct Models ...................... 48

General Aviation Modifications .....36

Great Lakes Aero Products............ 40
Hartzell Propeller Inc..................... 41
Heritage Aero.........cccccovceeniencnncne 40

Insight Instrument...............cccocoeveveen...

Johnston Aircraft Services...................

........................................... Back Cover
Knots 2U, Led. wovvveeeeeereeeeeeeeeer. 48
Lighthawk ..........ccoovevieieiiieienne. 46
Mike’s Upholstery ..........ccccovveuennen. 27
Poplar Grove Airmotive ................. 11
Precision Propeller......................... 31
Preferred Airparts..............c............ 18

Rocky Mountain Propellers, Inc. ..... 7

Ron & John’s Comanche Service..33

Shaw Aerox LLC ..........cooovvvevveennnnn. 35
Survival Products Inc..................... 30
Tsuniah Lake Lodge............c........... 30

Warren Gregoire & Associates ...... 36

Comanche Flyer 47



Your Airplane Built AIRGRAFT SPRUCE

O Custom Desktop Replica

EVERYTHING FOR AIRPLANES!

GPS SYSTEMS INSTRUMENTS HEADSETS PILOT SUPPLIES

TIRES FILTERS ENGINE PARTS BATTERIES
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PA RTNER THE SPIRIT OF AVIATION ° S PONSOR

\ m‘"amc

< TR Aircraft Snrucea
’sﬁ; g ,
MORE INFO, CALL \, i \%x & Specialty Co.

— email us
866 . 5 8 o . 872 7 FREE 2017-2018 info@aircraftspruce.com

CATALOG!

I
-
: Www.aircraftspruce.com
FACTORYDIRECT MODELS-COM L} L

" HAVE YOU - ml-‘
‘.* SEEN US

"
I

1 LA TELY? —

Trsurance Brokevs, L0

“Scort MYERS &
DEeNISE PORTER

Specializing in
Aviation Insurance

1,000°S OF
NEW PARTS

Hangar / Premises

Contact us at 888-727-9655 or

/ smyers@avwestinsumnce.com or
KN OTS 2U LTD WWW.AvwWestinsurance.com
]
3 709 Airport Rd. i
Burlington, Wl 53105 ? n
' Ph. 262.763.5100 xz‘

Fax 262.763.5125
PROUD COMANCHE OWNER

WWW. k notsz u.com AND ACTIVE IGS MEMBER
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STRIKE FINDER lIs A Self Contained Weather Avoidance System
— That Detects Lightning Absolutely Anywhere

) e L -._‘\ I por, \._ "a‘.-«
" ~ . /
ﬁMQORTANIf’ - Flying Interpational?
~, > y \
4 N
7 N

S F
e o g
N

\\\ . Xy A
\ \\.M e
S \\'\ \--‘\ |

| P EF

=
— ¢] -
-
s 2N

. -.",,'_ 0 > —
At 2 ST
- Y14 A
= ]
: |
A .
\ Py X/
\ S
P 23
L, L)
i

__—Tearn More Or Place Yc;u«Q[agf-B\y ‘
905-871-0733%

www.insightavionics.co ﬂ‘s N\ AR

".:-

g

i
I
nlll

Beu
: munl
gaut)

-

guajji

i

]l
Buy
e

3
o
4
L


www.insightavionics.com

Th “Ultra” Engine by JAS High Performance Props

The “Austrailian Hor = JAS High Performance Wing Tips
10C for AD 2012-17 Piper Original Horn |8

== Comanche Performance Specialists =

We do everything “Comanche”

Johnston Aircraft Service

parts@johnstonaircraft.com (559) 686-1794
info@johnstonaircraft.com 6679 Dale Fry Road
website: johnstonaircraft.com Tulare, CA 93274
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